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GCF Foundational & Equipping Biblical Studies & Theology Classes 
“Cultivating a Kingdom Culture of Continual Catechism”  

 

CH 201: “I Will Build My Church” / A Survey of 2000+ Years of Church History 
 
Session #2 of 9:  November 20, 2016  /  Review of Today’s Chapters from the Text:  
 

Church History in Plain Language : Fourth Edition by Bruce Shelley (Revised by R. L. Hatchett) 
   

1. Chapter 47: Shift to Global South: What Is the New Christianity?  /  Highlights (See Previous Handout) 
 Point of Emphasis: The Foundational Importance of the Biblical Historical Books.   
 

2. Chapter 2: Wineskins Old & New: The Gospel to the Gentiles  / Highlights (See Previous Handout) 
 

3. Introduction to Section 2: The Age of Catholic Christianity 70 A.D. to 312 A.D.  Highlights  (Pg. 1 Below) 
 

4. Chapter 3: Only Worthless People: Catholic Christianity  /  Highlights (Bullet Pts. - Pgs. 1 -3 Below) 
 

5. Chapter 4: If the Tiber Floods: The Persecution of Christians 
  

6. Chapter 5: Arguing about the Event: The Rise of Orthodoxy 
 

7. Chapter 6: The Rule of Books: The Formation of the Bible 
 

(Bullet Point Summaries of Text Chapters provided by Greg Weis & Deanna Brown.  Thank you, D.B.)  
 
Introduction to Section 2: The Age of Catholic Christianity  70 A.D. to 312 A.D.   
 

• “In this period Christianity spread throughout the Roman Empire and probably east to India.” (27)  
Also spread to many other areas beyond the Roman Empire.  See Saint Andrew, for example.  
 

• Above all, Christianity in the post-Apostolic period (70 to 312 A.D) & beyond was “Catholic” Christianity.   
 

• “Catholic Christianity …  was marked by a universal vision, by orthodox beliefs, and by episcopal church 
government.”  (27)  (Note: gw should explain “episcopal church government.”)  

 

Chapter 3: Only Worthless People: The Gospel to the Gentiles 
 

• According to Wikipedia, Abgar V the Black or Abgarus V of Edessa BC 4 – AD 7 to AD 13–50) was an 
historical Syriac ruler of the kingdom of Osroene, holding his capital at Edessa. According to an ancient 
Christian legend, first documented by Eusebius, he was converted to Christianity by Addai, [2] one of the 
Seventy-two Disciples. According to Armenian historian Moses of Khorene, writing 400 years after his 
death, he was Sanatruk's relative. 

 

• “…early Christians, in their efforts to carry the gospel to all men, did not stop at the borders of the Roman 
Empire. Osrhoene became the first Christian kingdom…” (29). 

 

• “[Catholic Christianity] was more than an organization. It was a spiritual vision, a conviction that all 
Christians should be in one body” (29-30). 

 

• “We call the years between AD 70 and AD 312 the Age of Catholic Christianity because this thought 
dominates Christian history between the death of the apostles and the rise of the Christian emperors” 
(30). 

 

• “Though the universality of Christianity is a common idea in the New Testament, the term catholic never 
appears. Ignatius, bishop of Antioch in the early second century, is apparently the first to use the word” 
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(30). “Catholic” means “universal.” Read Ephesians 2:1-22 as one continuous thought. Ephesians 4:4-6: 
“There is one body and one Spirit, just as also you were called in one hope of your calling; 5 one Lord, one 
faith, one baptism, 6 one God and Father of all who is over all and through all and in all.” (NASB) 

 

• Even though the early church saw rapid growth, “Christianity’s greatest expansion has occurred in the last 
fifty years” (30). 

• “By the reign of Constantine (312– 337), the first Christian emperor, there were churches in every large 
town in the empire and in places as distant from each other as Britain, Carthage, and Persia” (31). 

 

• “Some authorities tell us that [Jews] may have numbered as high as 7 percent of the total population. 
Their distinctive religious beliefs made them a constant source of attraction and repulsion to their gentile 
neighbors. In uncertain times many Gentiles (Greeks and Romans) found the teaching of the synagogues a 
profound and compelling wisdom. At other times they were not so sure” (31). 

 

• “God-fearers” refers to the Gentiles who were interested in the synagogue services and worshiped the 
God of the Jews, but who remained uncircumcised (31). 

 

• “The presence of this prepared elite makes comparisons of evangelism in the age of the apostles and any 
later age almost impossible. Most of the “God-fearers” knew the Old Testament well; they understood its 
theological ideas; they accepted its moral values. Few, if any, other missionary movements in Christian 
history could look upon such a prepared field for harvesting” (31). This describes a largely pre-evangelized 
public. 

 

• “Like the Jews and their synagogues, Christians had their local assemblies. But from the start they saw 
themselves as a faithful Israel, a fellowship of believers throughout the world. The world in ancient Rome 
meant cities. The apostle Paul set the pattern for evangelism in the early centuries of Christianity by 
settling for a time in one of the great cities of the empire and, through his younger helpers, thrusting out 
from this center to smaller towns of the region” (31). This was Paul’s modus operandi, the strategy he used 
to plant churches. For more on this topic, ask for Greg Weis’s teaching called “Paul’s Modus Operandi.” 
This is a major vision for GCF in church planting. 

 

• “By the end of the fourth century, Antioch was a city of half a million people, and half of these were 
Christians” (32). 

 

• The radical nature of early Christianity made many people fear that the pagan gods would be eventually 
deserted. This was the same fear of Demetrius, a silversmith in Ephesus (see Acts 19:23-27) (32). 

 

• “The highly respected German scholar Adolf Harnack calculated that by AD 250 no fewer than thirty 
thousand Christians lived in Rome! Most of these came from the poorer classes” (33). (See 1 Corinthians 
1:26-31.) 

 

• Bishop Irenaeus of Lyons (c. 125 A.D. to 202 A.D.) is a very important figure in Church history. His most 
famous work is called “Against the Heretics.” Writers of books exposing false ideas (or in some cases, ones 
they mistakenly considered false) have continued the tradition with “Against …” various wrong ideas. In 
modern times this includes: “Against the Protestant Gnostics” by Philip J. Lee & “Against Christianity” by 
Peter Leithart (exposing modern Christianity as non-Biblical and a-historical - not actually against 
Christianity). 

 

• “By the end of the third century we also hear of churches and bishops in Spain. But the evidence suggests 
that the western regions of the empire trailed the eastern in the strength of the Christian witness” (33). 

 

• “North African Christianity produced the first Latin-speaking churches in the world. This means they 
tended to be of the upper class. Not surprisingly problems of race and language arose in this area…” (33) 

 

• “Cyrene, just west of Egypt…is mentioned four times in the New Testament” (33). 
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• “…Alexander the Great…founded [Alexandria] in 332 BC and made it a cultural capital and a center for 
trade with East and West. As the second largest city in the empire, it had a sizeable Jewish population” 
(34). 

 

• “The catholic vision of early Christians, however, was as evident in the social impact of the gospel as in its 
geographical expansion. Throughout the first three centuries the majority of believers were simple, 
humble people: slaves, women, traders, and soldiers” (34). James 2:5: “Listen, my beloved brethren: did 
not God choose the poor of this world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom which He promised to 
those who love Him?” Luke 6:20: “And turning His gaze toward His disciples, He began to say, “Blessed are 
you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God.” 1 Corinthians 1:26-31: “For consider your calling, 
brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many 
were of noble birth. 27 But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is 
weak in the world to shame the strong; 28 God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things 
that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, 29 so that no human being might boast in the presence of 
God. 30 And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, righteousness 
and sanctification and redemption, 31 so that, as it is written, ‘Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.’” 
Luke 7:22: “And He answered and said to them, “Go and report to John what you have seen and heard: the 
blind receive sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, the 
poor have the gospel preached to them.” Luke 14:13: “But when you give a reception, invite the poor, the 
crippled, the lame, the blind…” Matthew 6:2-4: “So when you give to the poor, do not sound a trumpet 
before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be honored by 
men. Truly I say to you, they have their reward in full. 3 But when you give to the poor, do not let your left 
hand know what your right hand is doing, 4 so that your giving will be in secret; and your Father who sees 
what is done in secret will reward you.” 
 

• “But by the end of the second century the new faith was on its way to becoming the most forceful and 
compelling movement within the empire” (35). 

 

• “…a number of Christian writers arose to defend the Christian faith against the rumors and railings of the 
pagans. We call these men the apologists. Not because they were sorry for anything: the word comes from 
Greek and means defense, such as a lawyer gives at a trial” (35). 1 Peter 3:15 says, “…but in your hearts 
honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense ( ἀπολογία / apologia) to anyone 
who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect …” (ESV) 1 
Peter 3:13-17: “Who is there to harm you if you prove zealous for what is good?”14 But even if you should 
suffer for the sake of righteousness, you are blessed. And do not fear their intimidation, and do not be 
troubled, 15 but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone 
who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence; 16 and 
keep a good conscience so that in the thing in which you are slandered, those who revile your good 
behavior in Christ will be put to shame. 17 For it is better, if God should will it so, that you suffer for doing 
what is right rather than for doing what is wrong. (NASB) 
 

• “…although most of the writings of these apologists were dedicated to the emperors, their real audience 
was the educated public of the day” (35). 

 

• “Aristides, Justin Martyr, his disciple Tatian, Athenagoras, Theophilus of Antioch, the unknown author of 
the Letter to Diognetus, and Melito, bishop of Sardis in Asia Minor,” were all Christian apologists (35). 

 

• Tertullian, known as the “father of Latin theology,” “was the first person to use the Latin word trinitas 
(trinity)” in his Apology (35-36). 

 

• “By the third century the Christian church was beginning to assume the proportions of an empire within 
the empire” (36). 
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• Factors for the spread of Gospel: “Christians were moved by a burning conviction;” “the Christian Gospel 
met a widely felt need in the hearts of people;” “the practical expression of Christian love was probably 
among the most powerful causes of Christian success, (Tertullian tells us the pagans remarked, ‘See how 
these Christians love one another’)”; and “persecution in many instances helped to publicize the Christian 
faith” (36-37). 

 

• “The term martyr originally meant ‘witness’… There are a number of cases of conversion of pagans in the 
very moment of witnessing the condemnation and death of Christians” (38). 


