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•Social, political and religious changes that occurred 
during the 1600s and 1700s affected the major 
institutions within European nations.

•The Protestant Reformation, in its various forms, 
challenged the dominance of the Roman Catholic 
Church.

•The Age of Exploration beginning in the late 1400s 
connected the Old World with the New World and 
brought change to both.

•The emergence of a middle class in European nations 
began to change ideas about economics and politics.



•Philosophers and scientists of the period widely 
circulated their ideas through meetings at scientific 
academies, Masonic lodges, literary salons, 
coffeehouses, and in printed books, journals, 
and pamphlets. 
•The ideas of the Enlightenment undermined the 
authority of the monarchy and the Catholic Church and 
paved the way for the political revolutions of the 18th 
and 19th centuries. 
•A variety of 19th-century movements, including 
liberalism, communism, and neoclassicism, trace their 
intellectual heritage to the Enlightenment.



• In the Middle Ages the university was the major social 
institution through which the Catholic Church educated 
men from the aristocracy and trained them to rule.
•The university, along with the church, helped solidify the 
fusion of church and state.
•Enlightenment thinkers, breaking away from the Church, 
began to create different institutions that supported 
their work in science and philosophy.
•The ancient Greek philosophers had their schools or 
academies of philosophy, and Enlightenment thinkers 
created different types of academies to support their 
work.



• In the 17th century the tradition of literary-philosophical 
academies, as circles of friends gathering around learned 
patrons, was continued in Italy and France.

•Academies of the arts were established throughout 
Europe, supported by kings and wealthy aristocrats, to 
ensure that painting, sculpture, musical and theatrical 
compositions were produced.

•Throughout the Middle Ages, the arts had been focused 
on and supported by the Church. 

•Subjects for artistic compositions shifted from religious 
figures and subjects to humanistic concerns.  
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•Linguistic academies were created to support national 
literature and ensure literary and linguistic standards for 
European languages.
• In the Middle Ages, Latin was the universal language of 
the Church and the nobility.
• In the Enlightenment, institutions such as the Académie 
Française in France, established standards for the French 
language.
•Founded in 1635 and still in existence, the body has the 
duty of acting as an official authority on the French 
language; it is tasked with publishing the official 
dictionary of the French language.



•Academies of the sciences were formed in many 
European nations.
•Academic societies began as groups of academics who 
worked together or presented their work to each other.
•These informal groups later became organized and in 
many cases state-approved and state-supported.
•During the 18th century many European kings followed 
and founded their own academy of sciences: 
• 1714 - Academy of Sciences of the Institute of Bologna
• 1724 - Russian Academy of Sciences
• 1731 - Royal Dublin Society
• 1739 - Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences
• 1742 - Royal Danish Academy of Sciences and Letters



Colbert Presenting the Members of the Royal Academy of 
Sciences to Louis XIV in 1667, by Henri Testelin, ca. 1675



•While intellectual life and the arts were flourishing in 
secular society, the prestige and importance of the 
Roman Catholic Church was diminishing in these areas.
•Humanistic ideas, rationalism, and “free-thinking” were 
championed in many circles, but this left room for less 
rational and in some cases occult religious ideas and 
practices.
•Freemasonry or Masonry refers to fraternal 
organizations that trace their origins to the local guilds 
of stonemasons that, from the end of the 13th century, 
regulated the qualifications of stonemasons and their 
interaction with authorities and clients.



•Freemasonry transitioned from being associated with 
stone masons and cathedral builders and their guilds.
•With the decline of cathedral building, some lodges of 
operative (working) masons began to accept honorary 
members to bolster their declining membership. 
•From a few of these lodges developed modern symbolic 
or speculative Freemasonry, which particularly in the 
17th and 18th centuries adopted the rites and trappings 
of ancient religious orders and of chivalric 
brotherhoods.
•Freemasonry spread widely throughout Europe, Great 
Britain and the Americas in the 1700s.



•Freemasonry came to mean the teachings and practices 
of the secret fraternal (men-only) order of Free and 
Accepted Masons, the largest worldwide secret society.
•Freemasonry has from its beginnings encountered 
considerable opposition from organized religion, 
especially from the Roman Catholic Church, and from 
various national governments. 
•Freemasonry is not a Christian institution, though it has 
often been mistaken for such. 
•Freemasonry contains many of the elements of a 
religion; its teachings include morality, charity, and 
obedience to the law of the land.



• In most traditions, the applicant for admission is 
required to be an adult male, and all applicants must also 
believe in the existence of a Supreme Being and in 
the immortality of the soul. 

• In practice, some lodges have been charged 
with prejudice against Jews, Catholics, and nonwhites.

•Freemasonry in Latin countries has attracted those who 
question religious dogma or who oppose the clergy.

• In the UK, the Commonwealth and countries with a 
British heritage, the membership is drawn largely from 
among white Protestants.



•Rosicrucianism is an occult religious movement that 
originated in the 17th century and has German and 
Lutheran roots.
• It claims to be a worldwide brotherhood that possesses 
esoteric wisdom handed down from ancient times. 
•The name derives from the order’s symbol, a rose on a 
cross, which is similar to the family coat of arms of 
Martin Luther.
•Rosicrucian teachings are a combination of occultism 
and other religious beliefs and practices, including 
Hermeticism (Egyptian religion), Jewish mysticism, and 
Christian Gnosticism. 



•The origins and teachings of the Rosicrucians are 
described in three anonymously published books that 
have been attributed to Johann Valentin Andreae (1568–
1654), a Lutheran theologian and teacher who wrote the 
utopian treatise Christianopolis (1619).
• In other works, Andreae recounted the travels 
of Christian Rosenkreuz, the supposed founder of the 
group, who is now generally regarded as a fictional 
character rather than a real person.
•Rosenkreuz, supposedly born in 1378, lived for 106 
years. He discovered the esoteric secrets that form the 
basis of Rosicrucianism in North Africa and the Middle 
East.



• In the early 17th century, Rosicrucian manifestos caused 
excitement throughout Europe by declaring the 
existence of a secret brotherhood of alchemists and 
sages who were preparing to transform the arts and 
sciences, and religious, political, and intellectual 
landscapes of Europe. 
•During a period when wars of politics and religion 
ravaged Europe, the hope that Rosicrucianism inspired 
was attractive to many. 
•The works were re-issued several times, followed by 
numerous pamphlets, favorable or otherwise. Between 
1614 and 1620, about 400 manuscripts and books were 
published which discussed the Rosicrucian documents.



•Central to Rosicrucianism is the symbol of the Rose Cross 
or the Rosy Cross.
• It is based not on the cross of Christ, but on the Egyptian 
symbol for life, the Ankh, with a rose in the middle.
•According to a prominent Rosicrucian, the rose was 
sacred to Aurora and the Sun. 
• It is a symbol of Dawn, the resurrection of Light and the 
renewal of life, and therefore of the dawn of the first day 
or resurrection.
•The Cross and Rose together are a hieroglyph, to be read 
as the Dawn of Eternal Life which all Nations have hoped 
for by the advent of a Redeemer.
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•Deism is the philosophical position and rationalistic 
theology that rejects revelation as a source of divine 
knowledge and asserts that empirical reason and  
observation of the natural world are exclusively logical, 
reliable, and sufficient to determine the existence of 
a Supreme Being as the creator of the universe. 

•Deism is also defined as the belief in the existence of 
God solely based on rational thought, without any 
reliance on revealed religions or religious authority.

•Deism emphasizes the concept of natural theology, that 
God's existence is revealed through nature.



•More a philosophy or set of philosophical 
presuppositions than a religion, Deism is subject to 
different formulations.
•The term deist with its current meaning first appears in 
English in Robert Burton's The Anatomy of 
Melancholy (1621).
•The first major statement of Deism in English is Lord 
Herbert of Cherbury's book De Veritate (1624).
•Lord Herbert, like his contemporary René Descartes, 
searched for the foundations of knowledge.
•Unlike his Puritan contemporaries, he did not start with 
the Bible as the source or foundation of knowledge.



•Herbert distinguished truths obtained through experience 
and reasoning about experience, from innate truths and from 
revealed truths. 
• Innate truths are imprinted on our minds, and the evidence 

that they are so imprinted is that they are universally 
accepted. 
•Herbert's term for universally accepted truths was notitiae 

communes – Common Notions. When it came to religion, 
Herbert believed that there were five Common Notions:
•There is one Supreme God.
•He ought to be worshipped.
•Virtue and piety are the chief parts of divine worship.
•We ought to be sorry for our sins and repent of them.
•Divine goodness dispenses rewards and punishments, both 

in this life and after it.



•Herbert was an early Deist and did not have many 
followers.

•The appearance of John Locke's Essay Concerning 
Human Understanding (1690) marks an important 
turning point, and a new phase, in the history of English 
Deism. 

•Lord Herbert's epistemology, or theory of knowledge, 
was based on the idea of "common notions", in effect, 
on innate ideas. 

•Locke's famous attack on innate ideas in the Essay 
effectively destroyed that foundation. 



• John Locke (1632 –1704) was 
an English philosopher and 
physician, widely regarded as 
one of the most influential 
of Enlightenment thinkers and 
commonly known as the 
"Father of Liberalism". 

•One of the first of the 
British empiricists, he followed 
the tradition of Sir Francis 
Bacon in advocating for the 
scientific method.



•His work greatly affected the development of 
epistemology (philosophy of knowledge) and political 
philosophy. 
•His writings influenced Voltaire and Jean-Jacques 
Rousseau, and many Scottish Enlightenment thinkers, as 
well as 18th century American leaders. 
•His contributions to classical republicanism and liberal 
theory are reflected in the United States Declaration of 
Independence. 
• Internationally, Locke’s political-legal principles continue 
to have a profound influence on the theory and practice 
of limited representative government and the protection 
of basic rights and freedoms under the rule of law.



•Locke was the first to define the self through a continuity 
of consciousness. 

•He postulated that, at birth, the mind was a blank slate, 
or tabula rasa. 

•Contrary to Cartesian philosophy based on pre-existing 
concepts, he maintained that we are born without innate 
ideas. 

•He believed that knowledge is determined only by 
experience derived from sense perception, or 
empiricism.

•Born to Puritan parents, he was educated at Oxford.



•Locke studied medicine and became a physician.
• In 1666, he met Anthony Ashley Cooper, Lord Ashley, 
who had come to Oxford seeking treatment for 
a liver infection. 
•Locke's medical knowledge was put to the test when 
Ashley's liver infection, caused by a cyst, became life-
threatening. 
•Locke assembled a team of physicians who persuaded 
Ashley to undergo surgery (then life-threatening itself) to 
remove the cyst. 
•Ashley survived and prospered, crediting Locke with 
saving his life.



•Locke became involved in politics when Ashley became 
Lord Chancellor in 1672 (Ashley being created 1st Earl of 
Shaftesbury in 1673).

•During this time, Locke wrote Two Treatises of 
Government. 

•The work is an argument against absolute monarchy and 
for individual consent as the basis of political legitimacy. 

•Although Locke was associated with the influential Whigs 
(conservatives), his ideas about natural rights and 
government were quite revolutionary for that period in 
English history.



•Although Locke’s writings had little influence in Britain 
during his lifetime, they were not entirely overlooked.

•With the rise of American colonial resistance to British 
taxation in the 1700s, the Second Treatise of 
Government gained a new readership. 

• It was frequently cited in the political debates between 
colonial America and Britain, with the first American 
printing produced in Boston in 1773.

•Locke exercised a profound influence on political 
philosophy, especially modern liberalism.

•He advocated for the separation of church and state.



•His arguments concerning liberty and the social 
contract later influenced the written works of Alexander 
Hamilton, James Madison, Thomas Jefferson, and the 
other founders of the United States. 
•One passage from the Second Treatise is reproduced 
verbatim in the Declaration of Independence, in the 
reference to a "long train of abuses." 
•Such was Locke's influence that Thomas Jefferson wrote: 
“Bacon, Locke and Newton… I consider them as the three 
greatest men that have ever lived, without any 
exception, and as having laid the foundation of those 
superstructures which have been raised in the Physical 
and Moral sciences.”



•Locke, writing his Letters Concerning Toleration (1689–
1692) in the aftermath of the European wars of religion, 
formulated a classic reasoning for religious tolerance, in 
which three arguments are central:
• Earthly judges, the state in particular, and human beings 

generally, cannot dependably evaluate the truth-claims of 
competing religious standpoints;
• Even if they could, enforcing a single 'true religion' would not 

have the desired effect, because belief cannot be compelled 
by violence;
•Coercing religious uniformity would lead to more social 

disorder than allowing diversity.



•Locke was influenced by English Baptist theologians 
like John Smyth and Thomas Helwys, who had 
published tracts demanding freedom of conscience in 
the early 17th century. 

•Baptist theologian Roger Williams founded the colony 
of Rhode Island in 1636, where he combined a demo-
cratic constitution with unlimited religious freedom.

•Williams’ tract, The Bloudy Tenent of Persecution for 
Cause of Conscience (1644), which was widely read in 
England, was a passionate plea for absolute religious 
freedom and the total separation of church and state.



•Locke’s religious beliefs were primarily Christian, having 
been born into and trained in a society that was 
Christian, and his theology began as essentially Calvinist.
•But in the increasingly diverse intellectual climate in 
which he lived and worked, he shows elements of 
Socinianism (no existence of Christ before the 
incarnation) and Arianism (Jesus not co-eternal with God 
the Father and thus eternally subordinate to Him).
•Locke also argued that the idea that "all Adam's Posterity 
[are] doomed to Eternal Infinite Punishment, for the 
Transgression of Adam" was "little consistent with the 
Justice or Goodness of the Great and Infinite God", 
which leans toward Pelagianism.



•As for the Bible, Locke retained the doctrine of the verbal 
inspiration of the Scriptures. 

•He believed that the miracles were proof of the divine 
nature of the biblical message. 

•Locke was also convinced that the entire content of the 
Bible agreed with human reason and published The 
Reasonableness of Christianity in 1695.

•Although Locke was an advocate of tolerance, he urged 
the authorities not to tolerate atheism, because he 
thought the denial of God's existence would undermine 
the social order and lead to chaos.



•That excluded all atheistic varieties of philosophy and all 
attempts to deduce ethics and natural law from purely 
secular premises. 

• In Locke's opinion the cosmological argument was valid 
and proved God's existence. 

•Additionally, Locke advocated a sense of piety out of 
gratitude to God for giving reason to men.

•After Locke, Deists could no longer appeal to innate 
ideas as Herbert had done. 

• Instead, Deists were forced to turn to arguments based 
on experience and nature. 



•Under the influence of Sir Isaac Newton, they turned to 
the argument from design as the principal argument for 
the existence of God.
• John Toland's Christianity not Mysterious (1696), and 
the "vehement response" it provoked is the beginning of 
post-Lockian Deism.
•Matthew Tindal's Christianity as Old as the Creation 
(1730), became, very soon after its publication, the focal 
center of the Deist controversy. 
•Because almost every argument, quotation, and issue 
raised for decades can be found here, the work is often 
termed "the Deist's Bible". 



•Enlightenment Deism consisted of two philosophical 
assertions: 
• (a) reason, along with features of the natural world, is a valid 

source of religious knowledge, and 
• (b) revelation is not a valid source of religious knowledge.

•Different Deist philosophers expanded on these two 
assertions to create what some later termed the 
"constructive" and "critical" aspects of Deism.
•Constructive" assertions: assertions that Deist writers felt 

were justified by appeals to reason and features of the 
natural world (or perhaps were intuitively obvious):
•God exists and created the universe.
•God gave humans the ability to reason.



"Critical" assertions— assertions that followed from the 
denial of revelation as a valid source of religious 
knowledge— were much more numerous. They included:

•Rejection of all books, including the Bible, that are 
claimed to contain divine revelation.

•Rejection of the incomprehensible notion of the Trinity 
and other religious "mysteries".

•Rejection of reports of miracles, prophecies, etc.

•The most natural position for Deists was to reject all 
forms of supernaturalism, including the miracle stories in 
the Bible. 



•The problem was that the rejection of miracles also 
seemed to entail the rejection of divine providence (of 
God taking a hand in human affairs), something that 
many Deists were inclined to accept.
•Enlightenment philosophers, under the influence 
of Newtonian science, tended to view the universe as a 
vast machine, created and set in motion by a creator 
being, that continues to operate according to natural 
law, without any divine intervention. 
•This view naturally leads to determinism, coupled with
materialism, since the supernatural or spiritual realm 
does not exist.


