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Eight Essential Elements of the Biblical Christian Gospel Series 
Element 5: Jesus Christ the Solution / Introduction to Christology 
Element 5A: The “Logos” & the “I Am” Statements in the Gospel of John  

 

Bible Study Prepared by: Gregory A. Weis – Sunday September 20, 2015 (21st Lesson in 8 Essential Elements Series)  
 

I.     Eight Essential Elements: Outline & Overview (Discuss Bad News & Good News) 
  

0.   Intro: Proclamation / Pre-Evangelism / Disciples / Pole Fishing / Diagnostic Tools / 7 Missing Elements 
1. God: Essential Biblical Attributes: (Non-Communicable & Communicable)  
2.   Man: Essential Biblical Attributes: (3 Issues / Culpability / Empowerment) 
3.   The 10 Commandments: (Exodus 20:1-17) & (Deuteronomy 5:1-21) 
4.   Historical Narrative of Israel & Warning(s) of Eternal Judgment Day: Gospel Presentations in Acts 
5.   Jesus Christ: Only Mediator: Intro to Christology: Bridge / Solution / Ministry / Atonement / Reign 
6.   Receiving Jesus Christ: (John 1:12-13) Responding: Key Components & Exchanges of Soteriology 
7.   The First 5 Steps Into the Kingdom of Christ: Acts 2:37-47 (See Pt. I, E, 3 Above)   

   8.   Maturing in Jesus Christ: 3 Tools of Grace - Vital Growth Ingredients / Necessity of Discipleship 
 

II. First 20 Messages: Elements 1 - 4: Exploring the Gap: God, Man, Decalogue & Christ as Israel (Telos)  
 

III.  Element 5: Bridging the Gap: Jesus, The Eternal Covenant: Only Solution, Bridge, Mediator / Christology  
 

(Matthew 16:13-16) … Jesus … asked his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14 And they 
said, “Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15 He said to 
them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”  
 

IV.  Today Element 5A: Jesus the “Logos” & “I am” 
 

A.   Logos: History & Meaning in Greek Literature & Philosophy 
 

1. Homer: “The Blind Bard” / Epic Poetry of The Iliad & The Odyssey / Eighth Century B.C.  
 

2. The Pre-Socratic Philosophers: Heraclitus: “You can not step into the same river twice.” (Explain) 
 

3. Plato: The 5th Century B.C. / The Golden Age of Greece / The Prototypical Archetypical Ideal / Forms  
4. Aristotle, Alexander & Pan-Hellenism:  
5. The Septuagint: The Hebrews Adopt & Redefine Logos  
6. Philo: Jewish / Greco-Roman Platonic Philosopher - Contemporary of Christ 
7. John: The 5 Johanine Books: The Gospel of John; 1, 2 & 3 John; The Revelation of Jesus Christ 

a. The Gospel of John as a New Pentateuch; The Three New Pentateuchs as one New Pentateuch 
b.  Heraclitus, Plato & Philo vs. (contrasted with) John: The Logos Incarnated (Cf. Genesis 1) 
c.  The Logos as the Great “I am” / The Tetragrammaton (YHWH) / So Close, but So Far (Altogether) 
 

(John 1:1, 14)  In the beginning was the Word (λόγος / logos), and the Word (λόγος) was with God, and the 
Word (λόγος) was God. 14 And the Word (λόγος) became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory 
as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.  
 

(1 John 1:1-3)  What was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what 
we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning theWord (λόγος) of Life— 2 and the life was 
manifested, and we have seen and testify and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and 
was manifested to us— 3 what we have seen and heard we proclaim to you also, so that you too may have 
fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ. 
 

(Exodus 3:13-15) 13 Then Moses said to God, “Behold, I am going to the sons of Israel, and I will say to them, 
‘The God of your fathers has sent me to you.’ Now they may say to me, ‘What is His name?’ What shall I say to 
them?” 14 God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM”; and He said, “Thus you shall say to the sons of Israel, ‘I AM has 
sent me to you.’” 15 God, furthermore, said to Moses, “Thus you shall say to the sons of Israel, ‘The LORD, the 
God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you.’ This is 
My name forever, and this is My memorial-name to all generations.  
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B. Some “I am” Statements of Jesus in the Gospel of John  (“I am” as “Logos” / Explain) (Random Order)  
 

(John 10:7-11)  7 So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you,  I am the door (narrow gate) of the 
sheep. 8 All who came before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. 9 I am the door. 
If anyone enters by Me,  He will be saved and will go in and out and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to 
steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly. 
 

(John 10:11-16)  11 I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep. 12 He who is a 
hired hand and not a shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and 
flees, and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 13 He flees because he is a hired hand and cares nothing 
for the sheep. 14 I am the good shepherd.  I know My own and My own know me, 15 just as the Father knows me 
and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep. 16 And I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I 
must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd.  (John 15:1-8)  
 

(John  8: 21-28; 31-32; 42-43, 58-59)  21 So He said to them again, I am going away, and you will seek me, 
and you will die in your sin. Where I am going, you cannot come.” 22 So the Jews said, “Will He kill himself, 
since He says, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come’?” 23 He said to them, “You are from below; I am from 
above.  You are of this world; I am not of this world. 24 I told you that you would die in your sins, for unless you 
believe that I am you will die in your sins.” (cf. 1 John 5:12 Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have 
the Son of God does not have life.) 25 So they said to him, Who are you?” (cf. Matt. 16:14-16) Jesus said to them, 
“Just what I have been telling you from the beginning. 26 I have much to say about you and much to judge, but  
He who sent Me is true, and I declare to the world what I have heard from Him.” (cf. John 1:18) 27 They did not 
understand that He had been speaking to them about the Father. 28 So Jesus said to them, “When you have 
lifted up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am, and that I do nothing on My own authority, but speak 
just as the Father taught Me. … 31 So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed Him, “If you abide in My word, 
you are truly My disciples, 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” …   8:42 Jesus said to 
them, “If God were your Father, you would love Me, for I came from God and I am here.  I came not of my own 
accord, but He sent Me. 43 Why do you not understand what I say?  It is because you cannot bear to hear My 
word. (Plato’s cave.) …  58 Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I am.” 59 So  they 
picked up stones to throw at Him, but Jesus hid Himself and went out of the temple.  (John 13:13, 19) 
 

(John 14:6-7, 20)  Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth (reality), and the life; no one comes to the 
Father but through Me. “If you had known Me, you would have known My Father also; from now on you know 
Him, and have seen Him.” (Explain: Way) (Cf. Pilate: “what is Reality?”) (John on “life.” John 11:25 / I am … )  
 

(John 8:12-19) 12 Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world.  Whoever follows Me 
will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” 13 So the Pharisees said to him, “You are bearing 
witness about yourself; your testimony is not true.” 14 Jesus answered, “Even if I do bear witness about 
Myself, My testimony is true, for I know where I came from and where I am going, but you do not know where I 
come from or where I am going. 15 You judge according to the flesh; I judge no one. 16 Yet even if I do judge, my 
judgment is true, for it is not I alone who judge, but I and the Father who sent Me. 17 In your Law it is written 
that the testimony of two people is true. 18 I am the one who bears witness about Myself, and the Father who 
sent Me bears witness about Me.” 19 They said to Him therefore, “Where is your Father?” Jesus answered, “You 
know neither me nor my Father. If you knew Me, you would know my Father also.”  (cf. John 1:20; 18:25)  
 

(John 18:4-9) 4 Then Jesus, … knowing … said to them,  Whom do you seek?” 5 They answered him, “Jesus of 
Nazareth.” Jesus said to them,“I am.” …   6 When Jesus said to them, “I am,” they drew back and fell to the 
ground. 7 So He asked them again, “Whom do you seek?” And they said, “Jesus of Nazareth.” 8 Jesus 
answered, “I told you that I am.  ….” (John 18:33-48 / Pilate: “are you a king? “what is Reality?” You say I am.) 
 

V.  Next Week: Element 5B: Jesus as the Solution  (Answer) – More Introductory Christology (1 Cor. 11:19)  
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