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Eight Essential Elements of the Biblical Christian Gospel Series 
Element 5: Jesus Christ the Solution / Introduction to Christology 

Element 5B: More on the “I Am” Statements in the Gospel of John  
 

Bible Study Prepared by: Gregory A. Weis – Sunday September 27, 2015 (22st Lesson in 8 Essential Elements Series)  
 

I.     Eight Essential Elements: Outline & Overview (Discuss Bad News & Good News) 
  

0.   Intro: Proclamation / Pre-Evangelism / Disciples / Pole Fishing / Diagnostic Tools / 7 Missing Elements 
1. God: Essential Biblical Attributes: (Non-Communicable & Communicable)  
2.   Man: Essential Biblical Attributes: (3 Issues / Culpability / Empowerment) 
3.   The 10 Commandments: (Exodus 20:1-17) & (Deuteronomy 5:1-21) 
4.   Historical Narrative of Israel & Warning(s) of Eternal Judgment Day: Gospel Presentations in Acts 
5.   Jesus Christ: Only Mediator: Intro to Christology: Bridge / Solution / Ministry / Atonement / Reign 
6.   Receiving Jesus Christ: (John 1:12-13) Responding: Key Components & Exchanges of Soteriology 
7.   The First 5 Steps Into the Kingdom of Christ: Acts 2:37-47 (See Pt. I, E, 3 Above)   

   8.   Maturing in Jesus Christ: 3 Tools of Grace - Vital Growth Ingredients / Necessity of Discipleship 
 

II. Messages 1 - 20: Elements 1 - 4: Defining Bad News (Gap): God, Man, Decalogue & Christ as Israel (Telos)  
 

III.  Element 5: Bridging the Gap: Christology / Jesus, The Eternal Covenant: Only Solution, Bridge, Mediator 
 

(Matthew 16:13-16) … Jesus … asked his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14 And they 
said, “Some say …, and others ….” 15 He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 
 

IV.  Last Week & Today Element 5A: Jesus the “Logos” & Intro to the “I am” Statements by Jesus in John  
 
 

A.   Logos: Redeemed by John (According to the Biblical, Apostolic & Patristic Pattern) 
 

1. History & Meaning Among the Greeks: Homer, Heraclitus, Plato, Pan-Hellenism, Philo, Etc.  
 

2. John’s “I Am” as Archetypical & Quintessential “Logos” (John 1:1, 14) (1 John 1:1-3) (Ex. 3:13-15)   
a.  Archetype: The original pattern or model from which all copies derive. Prototype.  
b.  Quintessential:  The pure & essential essence or perfect embodiment of something.  

 
 

B. Random “I am” Statements of Jesus in the Gospel  (“I am” as Archetypical & Quintessential “Logos”) 
 

(John 10:7-11)  7 So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you,  I am the door (narrow gate) of the 
sheep. 8 All who came before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. 9 I am the door. 
If anyone enters by Me,  He will be saved and will go in and out and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to 
steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.  
 

(Cf.  Matthew 7:13-14)  13 “Enter by the narrow gate. For the gate is wide and the way is easy  (wide) that leads 
to destruction, and those who enter by it are many.  14 For the gate is narrow and the way is hard that leads to 
life, and those who find it are few.  (ESV)   (Hint: Find Pictures of Christ in Biblical Gates & Doors.)   Thus … 

 

(John 14:6-7, 20)  Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth (reality), and the life; no one comes to the 
Father but through Me. “If you had known Me, you would have known My Father also; from now on you know 
Him, and have seen Him.” (Explain: Way) (Cf. Pilate: “what is Reality?”)  
 

(John 11:1-46) 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in Me will live even if he 
dies, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in Me will never die.  Do you believe this?”  (Cf. John 17:3) 
 

(John 10:11-16)  11 I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep. 12 He who is a 
hired hand and not a shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and 
flees, and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 13 He flees because he is a hired hand and cares nothing 
for the sheep. 14 I am the good shepherd.  I know My own and My own know me, 15 just as the Father knows me 
and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep. 16 And I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I 
must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice.  So there will be one flock, one shepherd.  (Jer. 23:1-2) 

(Ezekiel 34:1-31) (Zech. 11:16-17)  (1 Peter 5:1-11) (Reminder: Jesus is the Archetype, Pattern Shepherd) 
 

(John 8:12-19) 12 Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world.  Whoever follows Me 
will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”   (Cf. John 1:20; 18:25) 
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(John 1:19-23) 20 And he confessed and did not deny, but confessed, “I am not [q]the Christ.” 
 

(John 18:25-27) 25 Now Simon Peter was standing and warming himself. So they said to him, “You are not 
also one of His disciples, are you?” He denied it, and said, “I am not.”  (Cf. John 4:26)  
 

(John  8: 21-28; 31-32; 42-43, 58-59)  21 So He said to them again, I am going away, and you will seek me, 
and you will die in your sin. Where I am going, you cannot come.” 22 So the Jews said, “Will He kill himself, 
since He says, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come’?” 23 He said to them, “You are from below; I am from 
above.  You are of this world; I am not of this world. 24 I told you that you would die in your sins, for unless you 
believe that I am you will die in your sins.” (cf. 1 John 5:12 Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have 
the Son of God does not have life.) 25 So they said to him, Who are you?” (cf. Matt. 16:14-16) Jesus said to them, 
“Just what I have been telling you from the beginning. 26 I have much to say about you and much to judge, but  
He who sent Me is true, and I declare to the world what I have heard from Him.” (cf. John 1:18) 27 They did not 
understand that He had been speaking to them about the Father. 28 So Jesus said to them, “When you have 
lifted up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am, and that I do nothing on My own authority, but speak 
just as the Father taught Me. … 31 So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed Him, “If you abide in My word, 
you are truly My disciples, 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” …   8:42 Jesus said to 
them, “If God were your Father, you would love Me, for I came from God and I am here.  I came not of my own 
accord, but He sent Me. 43 Why do you not understand what I say?  It is because you cannot bear to hear My 
word. (Plato’s cave.) …  58 Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I am.” 59 So  they 
picked up stones to throw at Him, but Jesus hid Himself and went out of the temple.  (John 13:13, 19) 
 

(John 14:6-7, 20)  Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth (reality), and the life; no one comes to the 
Father but through Me. “If you had known Me, you would have known My Father also; from now on you know 
Him, and have seen Him.” (Explain: Way) (Cf. Pilate: “what is Reality?”) 
 

(John 15:1-11, 16-17)  “I am the true (Archetypical & Quintessential) vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. 
2 Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit, He takes away; and every branch that bears fruit, He prunes it so 
that it may bear more fruit. 3 You are already clean because of the word which I have spoken to you. 4 Abide in 
Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself unless it abides in the vine, so neither can you unless 
you abide in Me. 5 I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me and I in him, he bears much fruit, 
for apart from Me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not abide in Me, he is thrown away as a branch and 
dries up; and they gather them, and cast them into the fire and they are burned. 7 If you abide in Me, and My 
words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 My Father is glorified by this, that you 
bear much fruit, and so prove to be My disciples. 9 Just as the Father has loved Me, I have also loved you; abide 
in My love. 10 If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love; just as I have kept My Father’s 
commandments and abide in His love. 11 These things I have spoken to you so that My joy may be in you, and 
that your joy may be made full…. 16 You did not choose Me but I chose you, and appointed you that you would 
go and bear fruit, and that your fruit would remain, so that whatever you ask of the Father in My name He may 
give to you. 17 This I command you, that you love one another.  (“Every,” “if,” “anyone” & fear of God) (Abide: 
Greek is μένω / menō - to stay (in a given place, state, relation) continue, dwell, endure, be present, remain) 
 

(John 18:4-9) 4 Then Jesus, … knowing … said to them,  Whom do you seek?” 5 They answered him, “Jesus of 
Nazareth.” Jesus said to them, “I am.” …   6 When Jesus said to them, “I am,” they drew back and fell to the 
ground. 7 So He asked them again, “Whom do you seek?” And they said, “Jesus of Nazareth.” 8 Jesus 
answered, “I told you that I am.  ….” (John 18:33-48 / Pilate: “are you a king? “what is Reality?” You say I am.) 
 

(John 6:35) 35 Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life; he who comes to Me will not hunger, and he who 
believes in Me will never thirst.  (Cf. Manna, Duet 8:3; Matthew 4:4; Luke 4:4, Peter, Paul, Etc.)  
 

V.  Next Week: Element 5B: Jesus as the Solution  (Answer) – More Introductory Christology (1 Cor. 11:19)  
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