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Eight Essential Elements of the Biblical Christian Gospel Series 
Element 5: Jesus Christ the Only Mediator / Introduction to Christology 

Element 5G: Life Pattern, Growth in Grace & Baptisms in Didactic Perspective 
 

Bible Study Prepared by: Gregory A. Weis – Sunday November 1, 2015 (27th Lesson in 8 Essential Elements Series) 
 

 

I.     Eight Essential Elements: Outline & Overview  
 

0.   Intro: Proclamation / Pre-Evangelism / Disciples / Pole Fishing / Diagnostic Tools / 7 Missing Elements 
1. God: Essential Biblical Attributes: (Non-Communicable & Communicable)  
2.   Man: Essential Biblical Attributes: (3 Issues / Culpability / Empowerment) 
3.   The 10 Commandments: (Exodus 20:1-17) & (Deuteronomy 5:1-21) 
4.   Historical Narrative of Israel & Warning(s) of Eternal Judgment Day: Gospel Presentations in Acts 
5.   Jesus Christ: Only Mediator: Intro to Christology: Bridge / Solution / Ministry / Atonement / Reign 
6.   Receiving Jesus Christ: (John 1:12-13) Responding: Key Components & Exchanges of Soteriology 
7.   The First 5 Steps Into the Kingdom of Christ: Acts 2:37-47 (See Pt. I, E, 3 Above)   

   8.   Maturing in Jesus Christ: 3 Tools of Grace - Vital Growth Ingredients / Necessity of Discipleship 
 

II. Messages 1 - 20: Elements 1 - 4: Defining Bad News (Gap): God, Man, Decalogue & Christ as Israel (Telos)  
 

III.  Last 6 Weeks: Element 5: Bridging the Gap: Christology / Jesus, The Only Solution, Bridge, Mediator 
 

(1 Tim. 2:3-6) 3 … God our Savior,4 who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.  
5 For there is one God, and one mediator also between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, 6 who gave Himself … 
 

IV.  Last Six Weeks - Element 5: Introduction to Christology / Parts 5A, 5B, 5C, 5D, 5E & 5F 
 

 5A & 5B: “I am” Statements in John as Archetypical & Quintessential “Logos” (Ex. 3:13-15) (Jn. 1:1-14) 
   

 5C: The Crucial Role of Christology: Why Our Understanding of Who Jesus is - is Critical or Vital.  
(Matthew 16:13-18)  13 Now … Jesus … was asking His disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 
14 And they said, “Some say …, and others ….” 15 He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?”  
 

Key Issues: All Pseudo Christian Cults & All False Religions are Anti-Christ (1 Jn 5:12) (Jn 8:24, 28) (1 Jn 4:2-3) 
   

 5D & 5E: Deity & Humanity of Jesus Christ in Didactic Biblical Perspective:  
 

Didactic Defined: In Scriptural usage, straightforward or plain language teachings (doctrines / statements) that  
contain Theological, moral or exhortative instruction to which aesthetic & literary considerations are subordinated.   
 

5F: Conceived by the Holy Spirit & Born of the Virgin Mary: Explanation & Vital Importance 
 

V.  Today – Element 5G: Life Pattern, Growth in Grace & Baptisms of Jesus the Christ in Didactic Perspective: 
 

A. The Life of Christ as the Pattern: (Model, Example, Archetype, Prototype – The Ultimate Human Being)  
 

(John 13:12-17) So when He had washed their feet, and taken His garments and reclined at the table again, He 
said to them, “Do you know what I have done to you? 13 You call Me Teacher and Lord; and you are right, for so I 
am. 14 If I then, the Lord and the Teacher, washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. 15 For I 
gave you an example (pattern, copy) that you also should do as I did to you. 16 Truly, truly, I say to you, a slave is 
not greater than his master, nor is one who is sent greater than the one who sent him. 17 If you know these 
things, you are blessed if you do them. (NASB, EXB)  (Remember: Exodus 25:8-9, 40; Acts 7:44; Hebrews 8:5) 
(ὑπόδειγμα / hypodeigma - a suggestive sign, representation, figure, copy, example: of the thing to be imitated, 
for a warning.  Translated as copy(ies) in Hebs. 8:5; 9:23)  (Remember: 1 Chronicles 13:1-10; 15:13)  
 

(1 Peter 2:21)  For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an 
example for you to follow in His steps,  (Example & Theology of Following & Fellowshipping Christ in Suffering) 
 

(1 Timothy 1:15-17) 15 It is a trustworthy statement, deserving full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners, among whom I am foremost of all. 16 Yet for this reason I found mercy, so that in me as 
the foremost, Jesus Christ might demonstrate His perfect patience as an example for those who would believe in 
Him for eternal life. 17 Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and 
ever. Amen.  (Christ as Example of Perfect Patience leads Paul to break out in worship.)  
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 B.  Jesus Grows in Grace: Without Sin(s) & Filled w/ the Holy Spirit – Yet Grows in Wisdom & Obedience 
 

(Luke 2:52) And Jesus kept increasing in wisdom and stature, and in favor (χάρις / cháris) with God and men. 
 

(Luke 2:52) And Jesus profited in wisdom, age, and grace, with God and men. (WYC) 
 

(Hebrews 5:7-10)  In the days of His flesh, He offered up both prayers and supplications with loud crying and 
tears to the One able to save Him from death, and He was heard because of His piety. 8 Although He was a Son, 
He learned obedience from the things which He suffered. 9 And having been made perfect, He became to all 
those who obey Him the source of eternal salvation,10 being designated by God as a high priest according to the 
order of Melchizedek. 
 

(learned = μανθάνω / manthánō: to learn, increase one's knowledge, to be increased in knowledge; to hear,  
to learn by use and practice, to become in the habit of or accustomed to) 
 

(having been made perfect = τελειόω / teleióō: make perfect; carry through totally; accomplish; finish, complete; 
bring to the end or goal; add what is yet lacking in order to render a thing complete; bring to fulfillment)  
(Isaiah 53:2) For He grew up before Him like a tender shoot, And like a root out of parched ground; He has no 
stately form or majesty That we should look upon Him, Nor appearance that we should be attracted to Him. (Is. 11) 
 

(1 John 3:1-3)  See how great a love the Father has bestowed on us, that we would be called children of God; 
and such we are. For this reason the world does not know us, because it did not know Him. 2 Beloved, now we 
are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we will be. We know that when He appears, we will 
belike Him, because we will see Him just as He is. 3 And everyone who has this hope fixed on Him purifies 
himself, just as He is pure.  (Enjoy & Embrace Process) 
 

(Philippians 3:12-14) Not that I have already obtained it or have already become perfect, but I press on so that I 
may lay hold of that for which also I was laid hold of by Christ Jesus.13 Brethren, I do not regard myself as having 
laid hold of it yet; but one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead, 14 I  
press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.  (Enjoy & Embrace Process)  
 

C.  The Baptism(s) of Jesus as the Pattern: (Model, Example, Archetype, Prototype)  (1 + 1 = 1) 
 

(Matthew 3: 13 - 4:1) 3:13  Then Jesus arrived from Galilee at the Jordan coming to John, to be baptized by 
him. 14 But John tried to prevent Him, saying, “I have need to be baptized by You, and do You come to me?” 
15 But Jesus answering said to him, “Permit it at this time; for in this way it is fitting for us to fulfill all 
righteousness. ”Then he permitted Him.16 After being baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the water; and 
behold, the heavens were opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending as a dove and lighting on Him, 17 and 
behold, a voice out of the heavens said, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased.”  4:1  Then Jesus 
was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil.  (Luke 3:21-22)  (John 1:31-34) 
 

Note: Explain “ … in whom I am well-pleased”  and Cf. Romans 8:15b-16 below.)  
 

(Mark 1:9-13) In those days Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in the 
Jordan. 10 Immediately coming up out of the water, He saw the heavens opening, and the Spirit like a dove 
descending upon Him; 11 and a voice came out of the heavens: “You are My beloved Son, in You I am well-
pleased.” 12 Immediately the Spirit impelled Him to go out into the wilderness. 13 And He was in the wilderness 
forty days being tempted by Satan; and He was with the wild beasts, and the angels were ministering to Him. 
 
 

(Romans 8:15b-16)  15 … you have received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, “Abba! Father!” 
16 The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are children of God, …      (Acts 17:11-12)  
 

VI. Next Week: Element 5H: Wilderness Temptation, Sinless Life & Ministry of Christ In Didactic Perspective 
 

VII. In Two Weeks: Element 5I: Prophetic Witness, Teaching & Miracles of Jesus Christ In Didactic Perspective  
 

VIII:  Upcoming: Elements 5J – 5?: Critical Christological Characteristics Continued in Didactic Perspective: 
Passion; Atoning Death; Resurrection; Ascension; Glorification; Present Reign & 2nd Coming 
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