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Eight Essential Elements of the Biblical Christian Gospel Series 
Element 6: Receiving Jesus Christ / Responding to the Gospel 

Element 6J: Receiving Jesus Christ - More Biblical Vocabulary of Salvation (Soteriology)  
Repentance vs. Remorse 

Sunday Bible Study Prepared by Gregory A. Weis for July 17, 2016   /  59th Lesson in 8 Essential Elements of the Biblical Christian Gospel Series 
 

I.     Eight Essential Elements: Outline & Overview 
 

0.   Intro: Proclamation / Pre-Evangelism / Disciples / Pole Fishing / Diagnostic Tools / 7 Missing Elements 
1. God: Essential Biblical Attributes: (Non-Communicable & Communicable)  
2.   Man: Essential Biblical Attributes: (3 Issues / Culpability / Empowerment) 
3.   The 10 Commandments: (Exodus 20:1-17) & (Deuteronomy 5:1-21) 
4.   Historical Narrative of Israel & Warnings of Eternal Judgment Day: Gospel Presentations in Acts 
5.   Jesus Christ: Only Mediator: Intro to Christology: Bridge / Solution / Ministry / Atonement / Reign 
6.   Receiving Jesus Christ: (John 1:12-13) Responding: Key Components & Exchanges of Soteriology 
7.   The First 5 Steps Into the Kingdom of Christ: Acts 2:37-47 (See Pt. I, E, 3 Above)   
8.   Maturing in Jesus Christ: 3 Tools of Grace - Vital Growth Ingredients / Necessity of Discipleship         

 

II. Messages 1 - 20: Elements 0 - 4: Defining Bad News (Gap): God, Man, Decalogue & Christ as Israel (Telos)  
III.  Messages 21- 49: Element 5: Jesus: Only Solution or Mediator / Christology (1 Tim. 2:3-6) (Matt. 16:13-18)    
IV.   Main Theme Verse(s) for Essential Element 6 of the Biblical Christian Gospel Series: Receiving Jesus 
(John 1:11-13) 12 But to all who did λαμβάνω Him, who believed in His name, He gave the ἐξουσία to become 
children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 
V.  Elements 6A - 6F: Receiving Jesus Christ: Intro to Biblical Vocabulary of Salvation: Key Words  (1 Cor. 2:6-13) 
Note: Must Be Combined w/ Experience  vs.  Mere Theoretical Knowledge:  (James 2:19-20)  (Heb. 11:1-33-40)   
Words So Far: Salvation, Save & Saved; Draw; Rescue &/or Deliver; Receive, Right (ἐξουσία / Authority & Power) 
Regeneration Words: New Birth; Born Again; Made Alive / Conversion Words: Convict, Confess, Contrite, Repent 
Words to Come: (More Elements of Conversion): Renounce, Faith (Trust), Follow, Obedience, Discipleship, Etc.  
VI.   Last 3 Weeks: Elements 6G, H & I: Repentance Defined, Prioritized & Surveyed Through New Testament 
 A.   Element 6G: Eight Biblical Characteristics of Repentance from Scripture Defining Scripture  
 1.)  Repentance is Primarily Intellectual & Volitional not Emotional  (Volition = Will, Decision)  
               2.)  Repentance Must be Radical and Foundational. (Radical = At the Roots)  
 3.)  Repentance is the First Emphasis of Scripture in Preparing to Receive Jesus (New Birth & Conversion)  
 4.)  Repentance is the Prerequisite (Key) to Faith.  (Precursor; Quintessential Foundation) (A "Must") 
               5.)  Repentance is the Gift of God & Initiated by God. 
  6.)  Repentance is an Ongoing Daily Foundation of the Christian Life.  
  7.)  Repentance Produces Fruit. (Changes in Behavior, Motives, Attitudes, Character, Lifestyle & Destiny) 
  8.)  Repentance is not only “From” but also most importantly “Toward” (seeking & loving) God. 
  Repentance is more than a change in Direction – it is a change in Connection.  Who is our center? 
      Repentance includes a change in “First Loves.” Repentance is “falling in Love.”  
Note 1:  Repentance includes: Conviction; Confession, Contrition, Repentance, Renunciation & Restitution.  
               Contemporary "Bible-Believing" Christianity Emphasizes Forgiveness & Reconciliation Apart From Above.  
 B.  Element 6H: Repentance 1st Priority in Ministries of (1) John the Baptizer, (2) Jesus & (3) Apostles  
 C.   Element 6I Repent (Repentance): Surveyed in the New Testament (Covenant): (Not 100% of Verses) 
VII.   Today: Element 6J: Repentance Verses Remorse: Remorse Defined & Contrasted w/ True Repentance: 

A. Concept of Remorse Spoken of In a Variety of Verses & Testimonies, but Word Remorse Only 1X.  
                 Hint: Therefore One Must Look for Remorse by Carefully Reading Scripture. Very Important Idea.  

B.   Remorse has similarities w/ Repentance, but is missing several of the 8 Characteristics of Repentance. 
(See cases below: #'s 5, 8, 2 & 7)  Remorse is false Repentance masquerading as true Repentance.  

Has expressed sorrow, but not focused toward God & others, but on consequences, cost, self-pity & reputation. 
Remorse is usually only after being caught  and tries to minimize ramifications for self-interest & social status. 
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 C.  Four Case Studies: (Review #'s 5, 8, 2 & 7 from 8 Biblical Defining Statements Regarding Repentance)  
  1.)  Esau (Remorse) vs. Jacob: (Jacob values the inheritance and "took the kingdom." Cf. Rahab) (Heb. 11) 
(Hebrews 12:15-17)  15 See to it that no one comes short of the grace of God; that no root of bitterness springing 
up causes trouble, and by it many be defiled; 16 that there be no immoral or godless person like Esau, who sold 
his own birthright for a single meal. 17 For you know that even afterwards, when he desired to inherit the 
blessing, he was rejected, for he found no place for repentance, though he sought for it with tears. (Rom. 9:13)  
(Matthew 18:7 & Luke 17:1) "For it is inevitable that stumbling blocks come .."  (Inheritance is Great Forgiveness)  
 

  2.)  Saul (Remorse) vs. David (Repentance): Note: Saul in 1 Samuel 9 - 12  
(1 Samuel 13:8-14)  8 Now he waited seven days, according to the appointed time set by Samuel, but Samuel did 
not come to Gilgal; and the people were scattering from him. 9 So Saul said, “Bring to me the burnt offering and 
the peace offerings.” And he offered the burnt offering. 10 As soon as he finished offering the burnt offering, 
behold, Samuel came; and Saul went out to meet him and to greet him. 11 But Samuel said, “What have you 
done?” And Saul said, “Because I saw that the people were scattering from me, and that you did not come within 
the appointed days, and that the Philistines were assembling at Michmash, 12 therefore I said, ‘Now the 
Philistines will come down against me at Gilgal, and I have not asked the favor of the LORD.’ So I forced myself and 
offered the burnt offering.” 13 Samuel said to Saul, “You have acted foolishly; you have not kept the 
commandment of the LORD your God, which He commanded you, for now the LORD would have established your 
kingdom over Israel forever. 14 But now your kingdom shall not endure. The LORD has sought out for Himself a 
man after His own heart, and the LORD has appointed him as ruler over His people, because you have not kept 
what the LORD commanded you.”     (1 Samuel 14:24, 43-45)   
 

(1 Samuel 15:1-3, 10-28)  Then Samuel said to Saul, “The LORD sent me to anoint you as king over His people, over 
Israel; now therefore, listen to the words of the LORD. 2 Thus says the LORD of hosts, ‘I will punish Amalek for what he 
did to Israel, how he set himself against him on the way while he was coming up from Egypt. 3 Now go and strike 
Amalek and utterly destroy all that he has, and do not spare him; but put to death both man and woman, child and 
infant, ox and sheep, camel and donkey.’” ...   10 Then the word of the LORD came to Samuel, saying, 11 “I regret that I 
have made Saul king, for he has turned back from following Me and has not carried out My commands.” And Samuel 
was distressed and cried out to the LORD all night. 12 Samuel rose early in the morning to meet Saul; and it was told 
Samuel, saying, “Saul came to Carmel, and behold, he set up a monument for himself, then turned and proceeded on 
down to Gilgal.” 13 Samuel came to Saul, and Saul said to him, “Blessed are you of the LORD! I have carried out the 
command of the LORD.” 14 But Samuel said, “What then is this bleating of the sheep in my ears, and the lowing of the 
oxen which I hear?” 15 Saul said, “They have brought them from the Amalekites, for the people spared the best of the 
sheep and oxen, to sacrifice to the LORD your God; but the rest we have utterly destroyed.” ... 17 Samuel said, “Is it not 
true, though you were little in your own eyes, you were made the head of the tribes of Israel? And the LORD anointed 
you king over Israel, 18 and the LORD sent you on a mission, and said, ‘Go and utterly destroy the sinners, the 
Amalekites, and fight against them until they are exterminated.’ 19 Why then did you not obey the voice of the LORD, ... 
20 Then Saul said to Samuel, “I did obey the voice of the LORD, and went on the mission ... and have utterly destroyed 
the Amalekites. 21 But the people took some of the spoil, sheep and oxen, the choicest of the things devoted to 
destruction, to sacrifice ... 22 Samuel said, “Has the LORD as much delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices As in obeying 
the voice of the LORD?  Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, And to heed than the fat of rams. 23 “For rebellion is as 
the sin of divination, And insubordination is as iniquity and idolatry.  Because you have rejected the word of the LORD, 
He has also rejected you from being king.” 24 Then Saul said to Samuel, “I have sinned; I have indeed transgressed 
the command of the LORD and your words, because I feared the people and listened to their voice. 25 Now 
therefore, please pardon my sin and return with me, that I may worship the LORD.”  (Read 26 - 28)  
 

  3.)  Judas vs. Peter:  (As time permits) (Cf. #'s 5, 8, 2 & 7: 8 Defining Statements Regarding Repentance) 
  4.)  Pete Rose: Explain his remorse. (As time permits)  
 

VIII.  Next Week: Element 6K: More Soteriological Gospel Vocabulary: Renunciation & Restitution 
 

                                  (Listen to Series at http://gcfdayton.org/podcasts/sunday-school/)   (Request Outlines at stevenleopold@gmail.com) 


