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Eight Essential Elements of the Biblical Christian Gospel Series  
Element 8: Maturing in Jesus Christ by Growing in Grace 

Element 8C2: God’s Word On the Word of His Grace 
118th Lesson in the 8 Essential Elements of the Biblical Christian Gospel Series  / Sunday Bible Study Presented Sunday October 8, 2017 

 

I. Eight Essential Elements: List of the Eight Elements & Overview (Commenced 5/17/2015) 
0.   Intro: Proclamation / Pre-Evangelism / Disciples / Pole Fishing / Diagnostic Tools / 7 Missing Elements 
1. God: Essential Biblical Attributes: (Non-Communicable & Communicable)  
2.   Man: Essential Biblical Attributes: (3 Issues / Culpability / Empowerment) 
3.   The 10 Commandments: (Exodus 20:1-17) & (Deuteronomy 5:1-21) 
4.   Historical Narrative of Israel & Warning(s) of Eternal Cosmic Judgment: Gospel Presentations in Acts 
5.   Jesus Christ Only Mediator: Intro to Christology: Solution / Ministry / Atonement / Reign (30 Messages) 
6.   Receiving Jesus: (John 1:12-13) Responding: Components & Exchanges of Soteriology (24 Messages) 
7.   The First 5 Steps Into the Kingdom of Christ: The Biblical Pattern of Conversion (Exodus 25:8-9, 40)  
8.   Maturing in Jesus Christ by Growing in Grace: 3 Vital Growth Ingredients / Necessity of Discipleship         

 

II. Recently: Element 8: Maturing in Jesus Christ by Growing in Grace  
 

A.  Element 8A1: Grace In Perspective: 
1. Grace Defined and Re-Evaluated: (See also Eight Definitions of Grace: See Grace Upon Grace) 

a.  Grace As Unmerited Favor: (Deut. 7:1-11) (Eph. 1:3-8a; 2:4-10; 4:7) (John 15:16) (Rom. 3:24; 5:15, 17) 
b.  Grace As Divine Empowerment: Enabled, Equipped & Transformed by His Glory to Do His Will 

 

(Acts 4:33; 20:32) (Romans 1:4b-5; 5:2) (Hebrews 4:16) (1 Corinthians 15:10)  (1 Peter 5:5)  (James 2:4)  
2. Grace is Relational & Dynamic: Living, Active, Growing / Grow in Grace: (2 Pet. 1:2; 3:18) (2 Cor. 9:8) 

(Eph. 2:8-10; 3:2, 7-8, 14-21) / Unwrap Free Gift: Effort Required (Phil. 2:12-13) (Matt. 22:1-14) (Heb. 12:4-13) 
(John 1:16-17) 16 For of His fullness we have all received, and grace upon grace. 17 For the Law was given through 
Moses; grace and truth were realized through Jesus Christ.   (Note: “realized” is experiential)   (Luke 2:40 
 

B.  Element 8A2: Grace Plus Theologies Verses Grace Plus Grace (Nothing Else): (aka Grace Upon Grace) 
 

C.  Element 8A2: How to Detect (Discern) Grace Plus Performance Theologies: (Hebrews 5:14) 
 

1. Condemnation and Self-Righteousness in One Person (Romans 8:1) (John 9: 34, 39-41) (Luke 18:9-14)  
2. Harsh in Judgment – (Luke 6:37-45) Logs vs. Specks, Good Tree Root vs. Bad; Disciple Like His Teacher 
3. Expectations & Appreciations – “Decrease Expectations & Increase Appreciation”  
4. People Pleaser – (Galatians 1:10) “Woe Are You If All Men Speak Well of You” 

 

III.  Element 8B: Attitudes & Actions for Appropriating Greater Grace (Heb. 4:14-16) (2 Peter 1:2; 3:17-18) 

A.  Humility: (Matthew 5:3, 5; 23:12) (Numbers 12:3) (James 4:6) (1 Peter 5:5)   
B.  Honesty: Convictable vs. Hardened (Blame Shifting, Excuse Making)  (Matthew 5:4) 
C.  Hungry: Grow Your Hunger & Thirst for God!!!  (Matthew 5:6)   Contrast: Passivity vs. Seeking  
D.  Holistic: Employ All of God’s Grace Resources - 3 Delivery Systems of Christ  (Analogy: 3-Legged Stool)  

1. The Scriptures – See Also Chapter Four of Grace Upon Grace Series & Today’s 8 Essentials 8C 
2. The Holy Spirit - See Also Chapter Five of Grace Upon Grace Series & Today’s 8 Essentials 8C 
3. The Church - See Also Chapter Six of Grace Upon Grace Series & Today’s 8 Essentials 8C 

Note: Four “H” Barometer – Humble People are Ruthlessly Honest (Do Not Fear Man); Desperately Hungry for 
God’s Righteousness; and Consistently Employing the Holistic Delivery Systems of the Grace of Christ.  
 

IV. Last Week: Element 8C1: Delivery Systems of God’s Grace: The Word of His Grace 
A.  The Word of His Grace: Powerful, Living, Active, Effective: (John 8:31-34) (Joshua 1:8) (Isaiah 55:10-11)     

(Acts 20:32)  And now I commend you to God and to the word of His grace, which is able to build you up and to 
give you the inheritance among all those who are sanctified. (1 Thess. 2:13) (Hebrew 4:12) (Jeremiah 23:25-29)  

B.  All Scripture: The Plenary Inspiration of Scripture: (2 Timothy 3:16-17) (Psalm 119:160) 
C.  Christ: Central Theme of All Scripture: (John 1: 1, 14; 5:39) (1 John 1:1-2.) (Rev. 19:13) (Luke 24:27, 44)  
D.  Remember: All Three Delivery Systems of Grace Are Inextricably Intertwined (Some Examples) 
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V. Today: Element 8C2: Delivery Systems of God’s Grace Continued: God’s Word on the Word of His Grace  
 

A.  Results of A Lifestyle of Continual Searching, Studying, Meditating On, Applying & Speaking Scripture 
• Yields Growth & The Blessing of God (Discuss: “Blessing of God” as an “Atmosphere”) 

(Joshua 1:8-9) "" This book of the law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and 
night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that is written in it; for then you will make your way 
prosperous, and then you will have success. 9 "Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous! Do not 
tremble or be dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go.'' 

 

(John 8:31-32) So Jesus was saying to those Jews who had believed Him, "" If you continue in My word, then you 
are truly disciples of Mine; 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.''   (Remain = YLT) 
(Continue = KJV & RSV) (Hold to = NIV) (Abide = ESV & NKJV)   (Greek: μένω / ménō: to stay in a given place, 
state, relation or expectancy; abide, continue, dwell, endure, be present, remain, stand, tarry.) 
 

(Acts 2:42) They were continually devoting themselves to the apostles' teaching and to fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and to prayer. 43Everyone was filled with awe… And the Lord added to their number daily 
those who were being saved.  (Apostles taught the OT.  Their teaching became NT) 

1.  

(See Matthew 13:3-23 & Mark 4: 3-20) (3 of 4 did not value the Word. Did not evaluate His Word properly.) 
 

(Ezra 7:10) For Ezra had set his heart to study the law of the LORD and to practice it, and to teach His statutes 
and ordinances in Israel.  (Colossians 3:16) (I Timothy 4:6) (Jude 1:17) (Philippians 1:16) 
(2 Peter: 1:19) So we have the prophetic word made more sure, to which you do well to pay attention as to a 
lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star arises in your hearts.   (Ps. 119:105) 
 

(Isaiah 8:20) To the law and to the testimony! If they do not speak according to this word, it is because they 
have no dawn. 
(Psalm 1:1-3) How blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked, Nor stand in the path of 
sinners, Nor sit in the seat of scoffers! 2 But his delight is in the law of the LORD, And in His law he meditates day 
and night. 3 He will be like a tree firmly planted by streams of water, Which yields its fruit in its season And its 
leaf does not wither; And in whatever he does, he prospers. 

 

(Hebrews 2:1) For this reason we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, so that we do not 
drift away from it. 

• Brings Salvation: Including Faith, Grace, Wisdom, Truth (Reality), Etc.  
(2 Timothy 3:15) … and that from childhood you have known the sacred writings which are able to give you the 
wisdom that leads to salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 

3.  

(Romans 10:14-17) How then will they call on Him in whom they have not believed? How will they believe in 
Him whom they have not heard? And how will they hear without a preacher? 15 How will they preach unless 
they are sent? Just as it is written, "" HOW BEAUTIFUL ARE THE FEET OF THOSE WHO BRING GOOD NEWS OF 
GOOD THINGS!'' 16 However, they did not all heed the good news; for Isaiah says, "" LORD, WHO HAS BELIEVED 
OUR REPORT?'' 17 So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ. 
(Psalm 19:7) The law of the LORD is perfect, restoring the soul; The testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise 
the simple. (Converting = KJV & NKJV) (Reviving = NIV, RSV)  

4.  

(Psalm 19:7a) The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul… (KJV) 
2.  

(Psalm 119:11) Your word I have treasured in my heart, That I may not sin against You. 
 

(James 1:21) Therefore, putting aside all filthiness and all that remains of wickedness, in humility receive the 
word implanted, which is able to save your souls.           (Ephesians 1:13) 

3.  

(1 Corinthians 1:18-21) For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are 
being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written, "" I WILL DESTROY THE WISDOM OF THE WISE, AND THE 
CLEVERNESS OF THE CLEVER I WILL SET ASIDE.'' 20 Where is the wise man? Where is the scribe? Where is the 
debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For since in the wisdom of God the 
world through its wisdom did not come to know God, God was well-pleased through the foolishness of the 
message preached to save those who believe. 
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• Provides Sustenance to Internal Life: Spirit, Mind, Emotions, Etc. (Spiritually Fattening) 
(Deuteronomy 8:3) ""He humbled you and let you be hungry, and fed you with manna which you did not know, 
nor did your fathers know, that He might make you understand that man does not live by bread alone, but man 
lives by everything that proceeds out of the mouth of the LORD.   (Matthew 4:4)   (Luke 4:4)  

•  

(John 6:63) "" It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing; the words that I have spoken to you are 
spirit and are life.  (Also see John 6 – Bread of Life / Manna.) (Daily Bread)  

•  

(I Peter 2:2) like newborn babies, long for the pure milk of the word, so that by it you may grow in respect to 
salvation,  
 

• More Valuable Than Gold, Silver & Riches: Although …  
 
 

(Psalm 119: 72, 127) The law of Your mouth is better to me Than thousands of gold and silver pieces. Therefore I 
love Your commandments Above gold, yes, above fine gold.  

 

(Proverbs 16:16) How much better it is to get wisdom than gold! And to get understanding is to be chosen 
above silver. (See Also Proverbs 20:15) 
 

• Imparts Grace & Glory: Equips, Edifies, Sanctifies, Effectual, Brings Increase, Builds Up, Etc. 
 

(Acts 8:32) ""And now I commend you to God and to the word of His grace, which is able to build you up and to 
give you the inheritance among all those who are sanctified.   (Psalm 119: 160) 

•  

(2 Timothy 3:16-17) All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for 
training in righteousness; 17 so that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work.  
 

(John 17:17) "" Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth. 
•  

(1 Thessalonians 2:13) For this reason we also constantly thank God that when you received the word of God 
which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men, but for what it really is, the word of God, 
which also performs its work in you who believe. 

•  

(Psalm 119:9) How can a young man keep his way pure? By keeping it according to Your word. 
•  

(Isaiah 55:10-11) ""For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, And do not return there without 
watering the earth And making it bear and sprout, And furnishing seed to the sower and bread to the eater; 11 
So will My word be which goes forth from My mouth; It will not return to Me empty, Without accomplishing 
what I desire, And without succeeding in the matter for which I sent it. 

•  

(Colossians 1: 5-6) because of the hope laid up for you in heaven, of which you previously heard in the word of 
truth, the gospel 6 which has come to you, just as in all the world also it is constantly bearing fruit and 
increasing, even as it has been doing in you also since the day you heard of it and understood the grace of God 
in truth;  (Romans 5:20) (2 Corinthians 4:15) (Isaiah 9:6-7) 
 

• Provides Light:  Illumination, Insight, True Riches, Wisdom, Clarity, Direction: 
(Isaiah 8:20) To the law and to the testimony! If they do not speak according to this word, it is because they 
have no dawn.  

•  

(Psalm 119:105, 118, 130)   105 Your word is a lamp to my feet  And a light to my path.  118 Open my eyes, that I 
may behold Wonderful things from Your law.  130 The unfolding of Your words gives light; It gives understanding 
to the simple. 
 

• Reveals & imparts God’s Heart & God’s Ways (Testimonies.)  (See 1 Corinthians 10: 1-13) 
•  

(Matthew 12:34) … the mouth speaks out of that which fills the heart. (See also Luke 6:45) 
 

(Romans 15:4) For whatever was written in earlier times was written for our instruction, so that through 
perseverance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. 
 

• Furnishes Hope: 
(Romans 15:4) For whatever was written in earlier times was written for our instruction, so that through 
perseverance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. 

•  
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(Psalm 119: 49; 116) Remember the word to Your servant, In which You have made me hope. 116 Sustain me 
according to Your word, that I may live; And do not let me be ashamed of my hope. 

•  

(Psalm 130:5) I wait for the LORD, my soul does wait, And in His word do I hope. 
•  

(Colossians 1:5-6) because of the hope laid up for you in heaven, of which you previously heard in the word of 
truth, the gospel  
 

• Provides or Yields Eternal Fruit: Only that which is Built on God’s Word Last Forever 
(Psalm 119:89)  Forever, O LORD, Your word is settled in heaven. 
(Isaiah 40:8)  The grass withers, the flower fades, But the word of our God stands forever. 
(John 17: 3, 17)  3 This is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You 
have sent. 17 Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth. 
 

• A Mirror for Self-Examination:  
 

(Hebrews 4:12) For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as 
far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of 
the heart. 

•  

(James 1:21-25) Therefore, putting aside all filthiness and all that remains of wickedness, in humility receive the 
word implanted, which is able to save your souls. 22 But prove yourselves doers of the word, and not merely 
hearers who delude themselves. 23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who 
looks at his natural face in a mirror; 24 for once he has looked at himself and gone away, he has immediately 
forgotten what kind of person he was. 25 But one who looks intently at the perfect law, the law of liberty, and 
abides by it, not having become a forgetful hearer but an effectual doer, this man will be blessed in what he does.   

•  

(Isaiah 66:2b) ""But to this one I will look, To him who is humble and contrite of spirit, and who trembles at My word. 
 

(Psalm 119:38) Establish Your word to Your servant, As that which produces reverence for You.\ 

 

• Creates New Life (God’s Life in Us) – Brings Spiritual Conception & Birth  (2 Corinthians 5:17)  
(Genesis 1) Then God said….   

•  

(I Peter 1:23) for you have been born again not of seed which is perishable but imperishable, that is, through the 
living and enduring word of God. (See also versus 24-25.) 

•  

(Psalm 29:9) The voice of the LORD makes the deer to calve… (See also entire Psalm.) 
 

• Supplies Joy & Praise:  
 

(Jeremiah 15:16) When your words came, I ate them; they were my joy and my heart's delight, for I bear your 
name, O LORD God Almighty.  
 

(Psalm 119:162, 164, 172) I rejoice at Your word, As one who finds great spoil. 164 Seven times a day I praise You, 
Because of Your righteous ordinances. 172 Let my tongue sing of Your word, For all Your commandments are 
righteousness. 
 

  B.  Using Psalms 19, 29 & 119 to Grow Your Hunger: (Read verses 97-105 as an example.) 
              * Tip: Read one stanza (set of 8 verses) per day to increase your appreciation / appetite for His word.  
(Psalm 19:7a) The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul… (KJV)  
 

(Psalm 19:7-11) The law of the LORD is perfect, restoring the soul; The testimony of the LORD is sure, making 
wise the simple. 8 The precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart; The commandment of the LORD is 
pure, enlightening the eyes. 9 The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring forever; The judgments of the LORD are 
true; they are righteous altogether. 10 They are more desirable than gold, yes, than much fine gold; Sweeter also 
than honey and the drippings of the honeycomb. 11 Moreover, by them Your servant is warned; In keeping them 
there is great reward.  
 

                    
      (Listen to Series at http://gcfdayton.org/podcasts/sunday-school/)    (Request Outlines at steven@gcfdayton.org)  
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