
Examining Your Faith 
I want to say upfront that it is not something a person has to keep worrying about. The Bible warns us to examine our 

faith, but after genuinely examining ourselves to see whether or not God has done a work in our hearts, God wants us to 

have assurance of our faith and of His salvation. 

What I Mean By “Conversion” 
For the purposes of this sermon, when I use the word “conversion” I mean this: a person has been born again by the 

Holy Spirit, they have believed in the gospel and they have turned to Christ in repentance and submitted to Him as Lord, 

they are under the blood of Christ and their sins have been forgiven. 

What I Mean By “False Conversion” 
When I say “false conversion” I mean that a person thinks they are a Christian, but they actually have not received 

Christ. They are still under the wrath of God, their sins have not been forgiven, and the Holy Spirit has not done a work 

in their heart to make them born again. 

The Bible Says We Should Examine Ourselves of Evidence of Real Conversion  
• 2 Corinthians 13:5 

• 2 Peter 1:10 

A Biblical Understanding of Conversion 
This is just an overview of the core truths about conversion. We won’t be going into deep depth on any of them. 

Conversion Involves Repenting and Trusting Christ 
Receiving Christ simply involves repenting and believing (Mark 1:14-15) 

• Repent (Acts 2:38; Mark 1:4; Luke 13:3) 

• Believe (Romans 10:9; Acts 16:25-34; Romans 4:1-3) 

• A person needs to believe and repent (James 2:14-17) 

A person does not repent or believe in order to earn God’s forgiveness, it’s impossible to earn God's forgiveness. But 

repenting and believing is the means by which we receive the gift of God’s forgiveness. 

No One Can Be Converted Apart from the Work the Holy Spirit  
• No one can come unless the Father draws him (John 6:41-44) 

• You must be born again (John 3:1-8) 

• We were dead and made us alive (Ephesians 2:1-5) 

True Converts Will Persist in the Faith 
• Truly born-again believers won’t fall away (1 John 3:9, 5:18) 

o God is one who preserves Christians. It is not something we have to worry about doing. God will do it. 

• A true convert may fall into serious sin or unrepentance for a time, but they will not stay there 

o Peter denied Christ 

o David committing murder and adultery 

How to Examine Yourself 

There is fruit we should look for 
• You will know them by their fruit (Matthew 7:15-20) 



Signs that a Person Has Been Converted 
• 1. They understand and believe the gospel (1 John 2:23-25) 

• 2. They seek to obey God in every area of life (1 John 2:3-6) 

• 3. They have selfless love for others, especially other Christians (1 John 4:7; 1 John 2:10; John 13:35) 

• 4. They quickly confess and repent after they stumble (1 John 1:9) 

o If a person is actually seeking to obey God in every area of life, they will quickly confess and repent 

when they sin. They won’t allow sin to linger in their life. They will quickly confess and repent of it. 

Signs that a Person Has Not Been Converted 
• 1. They pick and choose areas of obedience (1 John 2:4, 3:6) 

o I’m not talking about giving to temptations they struggle with and then repenting. All Christians do that. 

I’m talking about when a person says that God’s commands in this area or that area just aren’t 

important or don’t need followed. 

• 2. They think that they haven’t sinned or that they don’t need God’s grace (1 John 1:10) 

o If a person thinks they don’t need God’s grace, they either don’t understand or don’t believe the gospel. 

• 3. They think that they are a good person or that God accepts them because of their obedience (Galatians 3:10) 

o The Galatians were starting believe that that you need to be circumcised to be saved and He said that to 

believe that would be to abandon the gospel (Galatians 1:6-9) Paul became concerned that they have 

been false converts (Galatians 3:1-4; 5:2) 

• 4. They have hatred towards others, especially if it’s towards other Christians (1 John 2:9-11) 

• 5. Their life revolves around earthly pleasures instead of revolving around God (1 John 2:15-16) 

• 6. They don’t have a willingness to lay down their life for the gospel (Matthew 16:24; Mark 8:34; Luke 9:23) 

o If a person doesn’t follow Jesus, they’re not a Christian (John 10:27) 

• 7. They are content to harbor unforgiveness towards others (Matthew 6:7-15) 

o The only way I can see to interpret this is that real Christians will forgive others. 

• 8. They are aware of sins in their life but don’t seek to repent (1 John 3:6) 

What to Do if You Have Doubts About Your Conversion 
• Ask yourself the two main questions: 

o 1. Do I trust Christ as my Savior? Do I trust that I have a good standing with God for the sole reason that 

Christ died to pay for my sins and that I would otherwise be under the wrath of God with no means of 

escape, and that the good standing that Christ's blood has purchased for me will be an escape from the 

wrath of God at the judgement of the world? 

▪ If the answer to that is “no” then repent of it and choose to believe that. Choose to trust Christ 

for that. 

o 2. Do I submit to Christ as my Lord? 

▪ Am I committed and resolved to obey Christ in every area of my life, no matter what He tells me 

to do, and no matter what the consequences are? Am I committed to finding out what His will is 

in any area I might be unaware of it in so that I might obey Him? 

▪ If the answer to that is “no” then repent and commit to obeying God in every area.  

o If the answer to those two main questions is yes, then that is good reason to have confidence of your 

conversion 

• Pray 

o Pray that God would reveal any area where you have not submitted to Him 

o Pray that God would reveal any ways in which you are not trusting in Christ for salvation 

o Pray that that God would give you confidence and assurance of the work He has done and is doing in 

your heart. Pray that God would give you clarity on it. 

• Find a pastor to talk to and tell them about your concerns 


