
Sanctifying Christ as Lord: Why You Need to Be 
Fully Surrendered to God (1 Peter 3:15) 
Defining "Full Surrender" 

• I don't mean being perfect and never failing (1 John 2:1) 

o I just mean RESOLVING to obey God in everything 

• Synonyms 

o Fully submitted 

o Fully committed to obedience 

o Resolved to obey God in every area no matter the cost 

• Again, I don’t mean that you always succeed, I can assure you that you WON’T always succeed 

 

Premise: 
1. God commands all Christians to be fully surrendered to His will, and if you’ve never fully surrendered to Him, then you 

haven’t fully made Christ Lord of your life, and therefore, you have not been fully converted to Christ. 

2. All Christians are called to daily walk in full Surrender to God, and if you have gotten away from it, then you need to 

come back to it. 

God Commands Us to Full Surrender and Submission to Him 
• 1 Peter 3:15; Romans 12:1; Ezekiel 18:30; Matthew 28:19-20, 5:19 

Why We Must Be Fully Surrendered to God 
• If we've never made Christ Lord, we're not fully converted (we've never fully repented) 

o You’ve never made Him Lord of your life, and that is part of repenting, and repentance is part of 

conversion (Mark 1:15; Acts 2:38, 17:30) 

o It's still by faith and grace 

• If we're not fully surrendered, we won't really be growing in the Lord 

o Expecting to grow in the Lord while living in rebellion is like expecting to grow in your marriage while 

you’re living in an affair 

• Obeying God is what's best for us and those around us 

o God always rewards obedience 

▪ Luke 6:22-23 

o When David was walking in obedience, things went well for Israel, and when David would disobey, it 

would affect Israel 

• Reserving lordship for ourselves is inviting the discipline of God into our lives (Proverbs 3:11-12) 

o Biblical examples 

▪ Jonah 

▪ King Solomon 

• If we're not resolved to obey God, we'll be weak against temptation 

o Pre-deciding really helps (Daniel 1:8) 

  



How Full Surrender Should Be Played Out in Practice 
• 1. We should seek to know what "all His commandments" are (Ephesians 5:10; Deut. 17:18-20; Josh 1:8) 

o If you have never read the whole Bible and you aren’t seeking to, that doesn’t fit. A person who is 

surrendered to God should seek to know ALL of God’s law, and know it well 

• 2. If we have besetting sins, we should seek help in growing out of them (Hebrews 12:1; Galatians 6:1) 

o It’s not about doing perfect 

o God gives us His church and spiritual authority to HELP us 

o If you’re not willing to listen to spiritual authority, you need to examine your view of spiritual authority, 

or examine if you’re actually surrendered to God 

▪ Hebrews 13:17 NLT 

• 3. We must be submitted to the Holy Spirit 

• 4. We will repent when we sin, and we will repent soon after we sin. 

o The mark of a Christian is that they repent. 

o David’s biggest problems came from a season he had where he was living in unrepentant sin 

Common Objections to Surrender 
• I could never obey in this one area… 

• I could never obey God if such and such happened… 

• If God doesn't do this for me, I don't have to obey Him… 

o We don’t primarily obey God out of gratitude. We primarily obey God because He’s God. And if He 

doesn’t run the world as you wish, He’s still God and He’s still Judge of the world. 

• It's just one area, I'm still pretty obedient 

o 1 Samuel 15:1-23 

o When we hold onto an area of sin, we despise God (2 Samuel 12:9) 

▪ Same word as in Genesis 25:34 

• It's not sin because it doesn't technically match the description "word for word" 

• I just need this season, and then I'll repent 

• I don’t have to if… 

o I don’t have to forgive if they don’t apologize 

o I don’t have to submit to authority if I don’t agree with it 

o If others don’t serve me, I don’t have to serve them 

o We make so many other excuses… We need to pray that God would open our eyes to our excuses 

• If you are holding on to one of these objections and you don’t repent of it, then you are not walking in 

submission to God 

Conclusion: 
• Examine yourself 

• It’s not about being perfect 

• If you have never surrendered to Christ, then do so 

• If you’ve surrendered to Christ in the past, but have gotten out of it, then turn back to Him 

• It is a commitment we need to walk in daily. It is something we need to hold in our hearts daily. We might need 

to recommit to it daily, but we need to be walking in it daily. 

• Along with faith in Christ, your surrender to God is the most important thing in your life 


