
Acts 13: Communities creating more communities 
 

Acts 1:8 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”  
 
Matthew 28:18-20 18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in[b] the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded 
you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 
 
Psalm 2:7-8 I will tell of the decree: The LORD said to me, “You are my Son; today I have begotten you. 
8 Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage, and the ends of the earth your possession. 
 
13:2 “While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting” The community is actively waiting.  
 
Acts 9:15 “for he is a chosen instrument of mine to carry my name before the Gentiles and kings and 
the children of Israel.”  
 
13:3 “Then after fasting and praying they laid their hands on them and sent them off.” 
 
Barnabas and Saul were already doing the work, the Holy Spirit calls them to ministry, and the leaders 
of the church recognize what the Holy Spirit is doing. Look at 9:26-30 & 12:25 
 
Leadership flows to those who take responsibility. So leadership is first descriptive before prescriptive. 
 
“Whoever is faithful in little will be faithful in much” Leadership is always service related. 
Usually God raises us a head, or visionary, to plant more communities and gives them a team.  
 
Proverbs 29:18 “Where there is no prophetic vision the people cast off restraint” or get discouraged. 
 
13:9 Saul = Hebrew name    Paul = Greek/Roman name 
 
13:4-12 Barnabas and Paul are specifically mentioned going to the 2 most important cities in Cyprus.  
 
Bar-Jesus knew if the proconsul was converted, there would be rapid change in the society. 
 
13:13 Sailed to Perga then got to Antioch in Pisidia.   
 
13:16-41 Recounting the history of Israel, and showing how all the promises are wrapped up in Jesus.  
 
Look at history in 500 year segments.  
 
13:49 “And the word of the Lord was spreading throughout the whole region”. 
Persecution should be expected. It is most common to begin with slander. We should be prepared for 
that. Be filled with joy and the Holy Spirit. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2028&version=ESV#fen-ESV-24211b

