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                                                                   John Gray’s Series on the Book of Acts (Continued)  

                           Acts 2: Part 1 of 3    /    Acts 2:1-13 
                                                         Grace Christian Fellowship   /   Sunday, April 3, 2022   /   Study Prepared by Greg Weis 
 

I.) Today’s Passage: Acts 2:1-13 
 

(Acts 2:1-13)   When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 2 And suddenly there 
came from heaven a noise like a violent rushing wind, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting. 
3 And there appeared to them tongues as of fire distributing themselves, and they rested on each one of them. 
4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit was giving 
them utterance. 
 

5 Now there were Jews living in Jerusalem, devout men from every nation under heaven. 6 And when this sound 
occurred, the crowd came together, and were bewildered because each one of them was hearing them speak in 
his own language.  7 They were amazed and astonished, saying, “Why, are not all these who are speaking 
Galileans?  8 And how is it that we each hear them in our own language to which we were born?  9 Parthians and 
Medes and Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and 
Pamphylia, Egypt and the districts of Libya around Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes,  
11 Cretans and Arabs—we hear them in our own tongues speaking of the mighty deeds of God.”  12 And they all 
continued in amazement and great perplexity, saying to one another, “What does this mean?”  13 But others 
were mocking and saying, “They are full of sweet wine.”    (NASB)   
 

II.)   Some Background on Acts 2.  (Perhaps repeating some items from John Gray’s 2 messages on Chapter 1.)   
 

A. Acts:  Three Common Names vs. a Descriptive Name.  
1. Three Common Names:   

a.) “The Acts of the Apostles.”  (Traditional “Official” Complete Name.)   
b.) “The Book of Acts.”   (Common Shortened Name.)   
c.) “Acts.”   (Most Common Shortened Name.)    (Example: Other Bible Books.) 

 

2. A Descriptive Name: “The Continuing Acts of Jesus Christ by the Agency of the Holy Spirit, Working 
Through the Agency of the Apostles and the Church.  (John 13-16, Luke 24:44-53, Acts 1:1-9; Etc.)   

 

B.   The Author: Luke (Beloved Physician.)  / Only Greek Writer in New Testament.   (8-9+ Hebrew Writers)   
                    Note 1:  Gospel of Luke (Continued.)   (Explain: Emphasis Global.  Example: Luke 4:25-27ff)   
   Note 2:  John Gray’s Discussion on the Apostolic Hermeneutic.  (OT “Pentecost” is Critical in Christ.)   
     

C.  Acts 1:12-26.  (The Numbers 12 & 12 x 10 = 120.)   (Biblical Numerical Symbolism)  
 

D.  Pentecost (Shavuot) in the Old Testament & Among Jews of that Day:  
1. “Pentecost” is the “Greek” Name.  (Remember Point “B” w/ “Notes 1 & 2” Above.)   

   Note 3: “Pentecost” literally means 50.   (7 Sabbaths after Passover plus 1 Day = 50.) 
    Note 4:  Other Hebrew Biblical Names Include:  Feast of Weeks; Feast of Harvest; First Fruits.  
 

2. “Shavuot” The Feasts (Day) of First Fruits; Birthday of Israel & Birthday of the Church.   
 Note 5:  As such Pentecost is increasingly became associated w/ Exodus 19 & 20.  (Explain.)  
                                   Especially, the giving of the Law.   Thus,  In Acts 2 …  “Baptized in the Spirit …”   
 

3. The Feast of Pentecost is one of Israel's three major agricultural festivals and the second great feast 
of the Jewish year.  (See Leviticus 23, Etc.)   

 

4. Shavuot (Pentecost) is one of the three pilgrimage feasts when all Jewish males were required to 
appear before the Lord in Jerusalem. 
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III.)  Acts 2:1-13 Explained (Line by Line: As Time Permits.)  (Cf.  Reading Above.)  
 

A. Verses 1-4. 
  1.  When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place.  
  2. 
  3. 
  4. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit was 
giving them utterance.  (Cf. Acts 10:44-48)        (Foreshadowed / Fulfilled.)   
 
(Acts 10:44-48)  44 While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit fell upon all those who were 
listening to the message.  45 All the circumcised believers who came with Peter were amazed, because the gift of 
the Holy Spirit had been poured out on the Gentiles also.  46 For they were hearing them speaking with tongues 
and exalting God. Then Peter answered, 47 “Surely no one can refuse the water for these to be baptized 
who have received the Holy Spirit just as we did, can he?” 48 And he ordered them to be baptized in the name of 
Jesus Christ. Then they asked him to stay on for a few days.  (NASB)   
 

B. Verses 5-11. 
 

1. Explanation of Languages during the “Pax Romana.”  
 

2. Importance of the 17 Nations.   
                  (Northern & Southern Kingdoms.)    
                  (7 + 10 = 17)   
                  (St. Augustine, Triangular Numbers; 153 in John 21:11)   
                  (http://www.biblicalhorizons.com/biblical-horizons/no-133-153-large-fish/)   
 

C. Verses 11-13ff   
 

           11.   …    …     we hear them in our own tongues speaking of the mighty deeds of God.”   
 

  12.   …     …     “What does this mean?”  
 

  13.   “But others were mocking and saying, “They are full of sweet wine.”    (NASB)   
  a.)    Cf.  John 12:29 
     b.)    γλεῦκος  (gleûko)   “used of the more saccharine (and therefore highly inebriating)  
                                                                          fermented wine: new wine.   
 

 
 
 
 
IV.)   Upcoming:  Two More Messages on Acts 2.  (Acts 2:14 -36   &   Acts 2:37-48.)  
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