
Christians are the Solution in a Crumbling Society 
 
Review/Purpose of Acts 
Matthew 16:18 “…I will build my Church and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it.”  
Acts 1:8 “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 
 
The Crumbling Society of Rome 
Economic troubles – raising inflation and taxation 
Overexpansion and military overspending 
Government corruption and political instability – lead to the citizens lost trust in their leadership 
 
God did not put the first Christians into the society of Rome to make disciples of every nation while it 
was flourishing and taking over. God purposefully began the New Covenant in a crumbling society to 
be the source of truth and light. This is how God normally works! He creates new beginnings out of old 
wreckage! Noah, David, Moses are all examples.  
 
America is comparable today with Rome’s moral freefall, fiat currency, military and police overreach, 
political unrest and untrust.  
 
Stephen's Response: Wisdom in the face of Persecution 
What was Stephen's response?  
 
He had a response. He didn't back down from the fight. He didn't keep silent or let them run all over 
him, because he knew he had the solution. Yet he spoke with grace. He did not speak out of a spirit of 
pride, because the power was not from Stephen (see Acts 6:8 and 10). He spoke out of the Spirit of 
wisdom, and they could not withstand the spirit and wisdom with which he was speaking.  
 
Matthew 5:10-16 When persecution comes, that is a good sign. Christians are often persecuted 
because they are the answer. It is a sign that you are doing the right things, hitting the right buttons. 
Stephen was treated just like Christ, with false witnesses and accusations.  
 
The enemy only has a few tricks up their sleeve. Like unreasoning animals, their aim is to first bark, 
then bite.  
 
Jesus was hitting all the right buttons. He came against the Jews, preaching the gospel and exposing 
their hypocrisy. 
 
John 3:19-20 Darkness hates the light, but light shines brighter in the darkest places. Our Christianity is 
worthless if we aren’t being salt and light. Are we hitting the right buttons?  
 
Ephesians 5:11-13 “11 Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose 
them. 12 For it is shameful even to speak of the things that they do in secret. 13 But when anything is 
exposed by the light, it becomes visible.” 



 
Therefore, take hope. This is the main blasphemy behind pessimistic Christianity. God is providential in 
placing the Church in a crumbling society. We are in a great time of pruning (which is a good thing). 
The harvest is plentiful. The fields are white for harvest.  
 
The Solution: Discipleship 
The Christians in Acts were in a worst societal state than we are and continued to be for a couple 
hundred years. 
 
Stephen was a disciple. He wasn’t a lone ranger. He was a man under authority, serving, and leading. 
God raised him up.  
 
We should be building something for Christ that our children's children's children will inherit. 
 
God always works with a remnant. His people are the solution in a crumbling society.  


