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I.) What Type of Expert?   Consider Jesus: the Most Qualified Commentator on Prayer in World History.  
(Luke 5:12-26) 15 But the news about Him was spreading even farther, and large crowds were gathering to hear 
Him and to be healed of their sicknesses. 16 But Jesus Himself would     often     slip away     to the     wilderness and    
pray.   …    …    22 But Jesus, aware of their reasonings, answered and said to them, “Why are you reasoning in 
your hearts?  23 Which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins have been forgiven you,’ or to say, ‘Get up and walk’?  24 But, 
so that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins,”— He said to the paralytic — 
“I say to you, get up, and pick up your stretcher and … .”  25 Immediately he got up before them, and picked up 
what he had been lying on, and went home glorifying God.  26 They were all struck with astonishment and 
began glorifying God; and they were filled     with fear  , saying, “We     have     seen     remarkable     things     today  .”

(Luke 6:12-19)  12 It was at this time that He went off to     the mountain to     pray, and He spent the whole night in   
prayer to God. 13 And when day came, He called His disciples to Him and chose twelve of them, whom He also 
named as apostles: 14 Simon, whom He also named Peter, and   …     …     …  and Judas Iscariot, who became a 
traitor.  17 Jesus came down with them    …    and there was a large crowd of His disciples, and a great throng of 
people   …   18 who had come to hear Him and to be healed of their diseases; and those who were troubled with 
unclean spirits were being cured. 19 And all the people were trying to touch Him, for     power was coming from   
Him and healing     them     all  .   (Cf.  John 6:70-71)    (Cf.  Luke 7:2-23 quoting Isaiah 42:6-8; 61:1-4) 

II.) “Teach Us to Pray”   /    The Lord’s Pattern Prayer    /     Persistence vs. “Death of a Vision.”  
(Luke 11:1-13)   It happened that while Jesus was praying in a certain place, after He had finished, one of His 
disciples said to Him, “Lord,     teach     us     to     pray   just as John also taught his disciples.”   2 And He said to them, 
“When you pray, say: ‘Our Father, who is in heaven, hallowed be Your name.  Your kingdom come.  Your will be 
done, On earth as it is in heaven. 3 ‘Give us each (this) day our daily bread.  4 ‘And forgive us our sins (debts), For 
we ourselves also forgive everyone who is indebted to us.  And lead us not into temptation., but deliver us from
evil. ’”    (Italicized Words are from Matthew 6:9-13.  Explain.)

(Discuss  the “Lord’s Prayer Pattern.”  Historically  and  Biblically.) 
5 Then He said to them, “Suppose one of you has a friend, and goes to him at midnight and says to him, ‘Friend, 
lend me three loaves; 6 for a friend of mine has come to me from a journey, and I have nothing to set before 
him’; 7 and from inside he answers and says, ‘Do not bother me; the door has already been shut and my children 
and I are in bed; I cannot get up and give you anything.’ 8 I tell you, even though he will not get up and give him 
anything because he is his friend, yet because of his persistence he will get up and give him as much as he needs.

(Luke 18:1-8)   Now He was telling them a parable to show that at all times they ought to pray  and  not to     lose   
heart, 2 saying, “In a certain city there was a judge who did not fear God and did not respect man. 3 There was a 
widow in that city, and she kept coming to him, saying, ‘Give me legal protection from my opponent.’ 4 For a 
while he was unwilling; but afterward he said to himself, ‘Even though I do not fear God nor respect man, 5 yet  

because this widow bothers me, I will give her legal protection, otherwise by continually coming she will wear 
me out.’” 6 And the Lord said, “Hear what the unrighteous judge said;  7 now, will not God     bring about justice for   
His     elect who cry to Him day and night  , and will He delay long over them?  8 I tell you that He will bring about 
justice for them quickly.  However, when the Son of Man comes, will He find faith on the earth?”
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{Discuss Greek:  μακροθυμία (makrothymia) = persistence, endurance, patience, longsuffering; etc. Compare  
when used of our Christ-like character as in 2 Cor. 6:4-6; Gal. 5:22; Eph. 4:2; Col. 1:11; 3:12; etc.  with when 
used of God’s forbearance or longsuffering as in Romans 2:4; 9:22, 1 Timothy 1:16; Etc.} 

III.)  Humility
(Luke 18:9-14)   9 And He also told this parable to some people who trusted in themselves that they were 
righteous, and viewed others with contempt: 10 “Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and 
the other a tax collector. 11 The Pharisee stood and was praying this to himself: ‘God, I thank You that I am not 
like other people: swindlers, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector.  12 I fast twice a week; I pay tithes 
of all that I get.’  13 But the tax collector, standing some distance away, was even unwilling to lift up his eyes to 
heaven, but was beating his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, the sinner!’  14 I tell you, this man went to 
his house justified rather than the other; for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but he who humbles 
himself will be exalted.”     (Law of Reciprocity.   “What you sow – You will reap.”)   

IV.)  Seeking in Secret Leads to Open Rewards
(Matthew 6:1; 5-8)  6:1 “Beware of practicing your righteousness before men to be noticed by them; otherwise 
you have no reward with your Father who is in heaven.   …     6:5 “When you pray, you are not to be like the 
hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and on the street corners so that they may be 
seen by men.  Truly I say to you, they have their reward in full.  6 But you, when you pray, go into your inner 
room, close your door and pray to your Father who is in secret, and your Father who sees what is done in 
secret will reward you.
7 “And when you are praying, do not use meaningless     repetitio  n as the Gentiles do, for they suppose that they 
will be heard for their many words. 8 So do not be like them; for your Father knows what you need before you 
ask Him.    (Cf.  Luke 11:1-13; 18:1-14)    
(Discuss: The nature of “meaningless repetition.”)
(Discuss: Secret Prayer vs. Corporate Prayer.  Cf. Joel.  Acts 13:1-4ff)  

V.)  Upcoming:  15 Biblical Emphasis for Rediscovery and Restoration to Biblical Patterns (See List Elsewhere)
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