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                                                         Old Testament Optimization Series  
                   Chapters 1 & 2: Three Mindsets to See Jesus in the Old Testament 
 

I. Some Introductory Verses:  
 

(Luke 24: 44-49) 44 Now He said to them, “These are My words which I spoke to you while I was still with you, 
that all things (everything) which are written (γράφω / graphō) about (concerning) Me in the Law of Moses 
and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 45 Then He opened their mind(s) (understanding) to 
understand the Scriptures (γραφή / graphē), 46 and He said to them, “Thus it is written (γράφω / graphō), that 
the Christ (Messiah) would suffer …   (NASB / ESV / NKJV / Greek)   
 

(Luke 24:25-27) 25 And He said to them, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets 
have spoken! 26 Was it not necessary that the Christ (Messiah) should suffer these things and enter into His 
glory?” 27 And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, He interpreted (explained) to them in all the 
Scriptures (γραφή / graphē) the things concerning Himself.  (ESV / NASB / NKJV / Greek)   
 

Note 1: Discuss three meanings of γραφή(graphē)  (Cf. 2 Peter 3:16)  
 

Note 2: The Old Testament is Hebrew Scripture or Tanakh, and is composed of the Law, the Torah or 
Pentateuch, the Prophets or Neviim, and the Writings, the Hagiographa or Kethuvim. This threefold division 
(and original order) of the Hebrew Scripture was evident at the time of Jesus, who referred to "the Law of 
Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms in Luke 24:44.  Tanakh is an acronym of the first Hebrew letter of 
each of the Masoretic Text's three traditional subdivisions: Torah ("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of 
Moses), Nevi'im ("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings") – hence TaNaKh.  The name "Miqra" (מקרא), meaning 
"that which is read", is another Hebrew word that is used for the Tanakh. 
 

Note 3: “Opened their mind” involves both the Holy Spirit’s Illumination & Christ Centered Corrected 
Paradigms.  (Cf. 2 Corinthians 3:12-17)   Example 1: “Was it not necessary for the Christ to suffer...”  Etc. 
Example 2: “… slow of heart to believe …”  Example 3: “… to believe all …” (Pharisees reduced Scripture by 
Dispensationalism & Cessationism.  The Sadducees by Anti-Supernaturalism. Both Jesus and Paul specifically 
rebut these reductionist mindsets.)  
 

II.   Three Ways to See Jesus the Messiah (Christ) in the Old Testament (Use the Principles of the Apostles) 

 

1. Fulfilled Prophecies – Closer to 3,000 Instead of 300 (Use more Biblical Hermeneutical Paradigms)  
(1 Peter 1:10-12) As to this salvation, the prophets who prophesied of the grace that would come to you made 
careful searches and inquiries, 11 seeking to know what person or time the Spirit of Christ within them was 
indicating as He predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories to follow. 12 It was revealed to them that they 
were not serving themselves, but you, in these things which now have been announced to you through those 
who preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven—things into which angels long to look.  
 

(2 Peter: 1:19) So we have the prophetic word made more sure, to which you do well to pay attention as to a 
lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star arises in your hearts. 
 

(2 Peter 3:1-2) This is now, beloved, the second letter I am writing to you in which I am stirring up your 
sincere mind by way of reminder, 2 that you should remember the words spoken beforehand by the holy 
prophets and the commandment of the Lord and Savior spoken by your apostles. 

a. Direct Quotes (Gospel’s; Pauline Epistles; Hebrews; Peter; Etc.) (Each translation has a method)  
Note 4: Often the quote is directing us to the Entire Context of the Hebrew Scripture in View. (Example: Ps. 22) 
(Matthew 27:46) 46 About the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “ELI, ELI, LAMA SABACHTHANI?” 
that is, “MY GOD, MY GOD, WHY HAVE YOU FORSAKEN ME?” (Cf. Mark 15:34) (Cf. Psalm 22:1-31) 
 

(2 Corinthians 5:21) He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the 
righteousness of God in Him. (Cf. 1 Peter 2:21-25 & Isaiah 53: 1-12) (Larger context of Is. 6, 9, 11, 40-66, Etc.) 
(Mark 7:6) And He said to them, “Rightly did Isaiah prophesy of you hypocrites, as it is written: ‘THIS PEOPLE 
HONORS ME WITH THEIR LIPS, BUT THEIR HEART IS FAR AWAY FROM ME.  (Jesus quoting Isaiah 29:13)  
(Cf. Matthew 15:1-8; Jesus Quoting the Law & the Prophets to confront Traditionalism of Dual Authority.)  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Acronym_and_initialism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hebrew_alphabet
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Torah
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nevi%27im
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ketuvim
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b. People of Israel & Christ as Purposeful Parallel.  (“My Son” / Suffering Servant / “Seed of …” )  
 

(Matthew 2:14-15) So Joseph got up and took the Child and His mother while it was still night, and left for 
Egypt. 15 He remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord 
through the prophet: “OUT OF EGYPT I CALLED MY SON.”  (NASB)  (Birth, Baptism, Wilderness, Prophets, Etc.  
 

(Hosea 11:1ff) 1 When Israel was a youth I loved him, And out of Egypt I called My son. … 8 How can I give you 
up, O Ephraim?  How can I surrender you, O Israel?   (Cf. Matthew 23:37-39)  
 

c. Law & Case Laws (Ordinances or Statutes) 
 

Note: Jesus Fulfills the Law & the Promises to write in On Our Hearts (Primary Purpose of Pentecost)  
 

(Jeremiah 31:31-34) “Behold, days are coming,” declares the LORD, “when I will make a new covenant with the 
house of Israel and with the house of Judah, 32 not like the covenant which I made with their fathers in the day I 
took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, My covenant which they broke, although I was a 
husband to them,” declares the LORD. 33 “But this is the covenant which I will make with the house of Israel after 
those days,” declares the LORD, “I will put My law within them and on their heart I will write it; and I will be 
their God, and they shall be My people. 34 They will not teach again, each man his neighbor and each man his 
brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD,’ for they will all know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them,” 
declares the LORD, “for I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more.” (“The Promise”) 
(Matthew 5:17-48) 17 “Do not think that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did not come to abolish 
but to fulfill. 18 For truly I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not the smallest letter or stroke shall 
pass from the Law until all is accomplished. …    
 

d. The Prophets – Thus you must understand the message of all the Prophets.  
(Matthew 23:34-36) “Therefore, behold, I am sending you prophets and wise men and scribes; some of them 
you will kill and crucify, and some of them you will scourge in your synagogues, and persecute from city to 
city, 35 so that upon you may fall the guilt of all the righteous blood shed on earth, from the blood of righteous 
Abel to the blood of Zechariah, the son of Berechiah, whom you murdered between the temple and the altar. 
36 Truly I say to you, all these things will come upon this generation.  (Last of the 8 Woes) (Cf. Luke 11:47-52)  
 

e. The Wisdom Literature  (Example 1: Psalm 2) (Example 2: Proverbs 8)  
(Colossians 2:2b-3 ) … to reach all the riches of full assurance of understanding and the knowledge of God's 
mystery, which is Christ, 3 in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. (ESV) 
 

2. Types of Christ & Christophanies: Adam, Able, Noah, Isaac, Joseph, Moses, Joshua (Also Anti-Christ) 
(Romans 5:12) 12 Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death through sin, and so 
death spread to all men, because all sinned— … Nevertheless death reigned from Adam until Moses, even 
over those who had not sinned in the likeness of the offense of Adam, who is a type of Him who was to come. 
(Hebrews 11:22-25) 22 But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly 
Jerusalem, and  …  23 to the general assembly and church of the firstborn …  24 and to Jesus, the mediator of a 
new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood, which speaks better than the blood of Abel. 
 

3. Biblical Imagery; Word Pictures & Symbolism – Direct & Intentional; Metaphor; Simile; Parable 
(Examples: See John 1 & Revelation 1)  Tree of Life; Lamb of God; Rock; Great Shepherd; Etc.  
(Luke 11:29-32) 29 As the crowds were increasing, He began to say, “This generation is a wicked generation; it 
seeks for a sign, and yet no sign will be given to it but the sign of Jonah. 30 For just as Jonah became a sign to 
the Ninevites, so will the Son of Man be to this generation. 31 The Queen of the South will rise up with the men 
of this generation at the judgment and condemn them, because she came from the ends of the earth to hear 
the wisdom of Solomon; and behold, something greater than Solomon is here. 32 The men of Nineveh will stand 
up with this generation at the judgment and condemn it, because they repented at the preaching of Jonah; and 
behold, something greater than Jonah is here.  (Discuss Jonah as a Type of Christ) 
 

III. More at RCF Thursday Night Bible Study in 2015 
 
 

                                                           
                          (Listen to Podcast at gcfdayton.org/podcast)   (Request a Free Outline at weis.greg@gmail.com)  


