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Rediscovering & Restoring Biblical Christianity Series (GCF 19- 22 Version)  
Emphasis 5: Rediscovering & Restoring the Bible as the Word of God 

 

Pursuing the Restoration & Integration of Comprehensive Hermeneutical Approaches  
vs. the Identification & Elimination of Contemporary Reductionist Theologies 

 

Emphasis 5C: The Infallible Effectual Living Word of the Living God    (June, 7, 2020) 
Request Outlines by E-Mailing Steven Leopold at: steven@gcfdayton.org 

 

(Acts 3:19-21) 19 …  20 … Jesus the Christ appointed for you, 21 whom heaven must receive until the period of 
restoration of all things about which God spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets from ancient time. (NASB)  
 

(Acts 17:11-12) 11 Now these were more noble-minded than those in Thessalonica, for they received the word 
with great eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see whether these things were so. 12 Therefore many of 
them believed, along with a number of prominent Greek women and men.  
 

(Isaiah 58:12) “Those from among you will rebuild the ancient ruins; You will raise up the age-old foundations; 
And you will be called the repairer of the breach, The restorer of the streets in which to dwell.  (NASB) 
 

(See Also: Isaiah 2:1-4; 11:9 / Micah 4:1-5 / Psalm 2 & 110 / Habakkuk 2:14 / Numbers 14:21 / Daniel 2:35) 
 

I.   Emphasis 0: Introduction to the Series: Rediscovering & Restoring the Pattern  (4 Messages)  
  

II.     Fifteen (15) Biblical Emphasis for Rediscovery and Restoration to Biblical Patterns.  (List On Back Wall) 
 

III.    Past 9 Months: Emphasis 1, 2, 3 & 4: See those Outlines & Podcast.  (http://gcfdayton.org/podcasts/) 
 

IV. 2 Messages Ago: Emphasis 5A2: Intro to Rediscovering & Restoring All the Scriptures as the Word of God 
 

         (Psalm 119:160)  The sum of your word is truth    …   …   …     (See also Isaiah 40:8: 2 Tim. 2:15: 3:14-17)   
 

        Plenary Inspiration of Scripture: Inspired,  Inerrant & Infallible. 
 

V. Last Week: Emphasis 5B: The Approach of Our Lord Jesus to Scripture:  “Jesus said…”   (Luke 16:17)  
 

         (Matthew 5:17-19)   (John 5:39-40)   (Luke 24: 27, 32, 44)  (John 8:31-32)   (Matthew 4:4)   (Luke 4:4)  
 

 (John 10:35b) ... ... (and the Scripture cannot be broken) ... ... 
 

VI. Today: The Infallible Effectual Living Word of the Living God  (Living, Active, Catalytic & Piercing.)  
 

A.  Two Loci Classici Listed & Explained:  (Note: Plural of Locus Classicus)  
               Definitions: “The Primary or Central (Most Direct) Passage(s) that Elucidate a Biblical Topic / Theme.  
                                     “A Passage Considered to be the best known or Most Authoritative on a Particular Subject. 
 

1. Locus Classicus of the Doctrine of  “Infallibility” leading logically to God’s Word being “Effectual.”  
 

(Isaiah 55:10-11)  10 “For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, And do not return there without 
watering the earth And making it bear and sprout, And furnishing seed to the sower and bread to the eater; 
11 So will My word be which goes forth from My mouth; It will not return to Me empty (void),  Without 
accomplishing what I desire, And without succeeding in the matter for which I sent it.    (Cf.  Isaiah 55:8-12) 
 

2. Infallibility is NOT a repeat of “inerrant.” Does not simply mean that it is without error.   
                         It means that the Scripture is all true or always correct or completely trustworthy.  Therefore … 

3. Infallibility Additionally Means that the Word of God Spoken or Inscripturated (Written in the Bible) 
is Absolutely Authoritative in all the Universe.  It is therefore, logically, of necessity, “EFFECTUAL.”        
It is always Prevails over all factors throughout the Time / Space / Historical / Creation Continuum.  

4. Stemming from the Attributes of God, His Word ALWAYS MUST ACCOMPLISH the purpose(s) for 
which He sent it.   It is “Effectual.”  

5. Definition of Effectual: “Producing a Predictable, Valid, Binding, Intended, Unstoppable, Immutable 
Consequence(s), Result(s), Outcome(s) or Sequence of Events.” 

 

6. In order for the Bible spoken, written or otherwise communicated to be Effectual it must of necessity 
be both “Living” & “Active.”   
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7. Locus Classicus of the Inscripturated Word being “Living and Active.” 
 

(Hebrews 4:12)  For the Word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing 
as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions 
of the heart.    

a. Word of God: Refers to Three Things in the Holy Bible.   
i. When God Speaks directly from His Being:   (E.g.  Creation, Psalm 29; Jesus Baptism; Paul 

                                        (E.g.  Creation, Psalm 29; Baptism of Jesus, Paul encounters Jesus , Revelation 1, Etc.)  
ii. Jesus: Eternal Incarnate Word.  John 1-1-4, 14 Etc.; Hebrews 1:1-3ff; Revelation 19:13; Etc.)  
iii. The Holy Scriptures:  39 Books of the Jewish Scriptures & 27 Books of the New Covenant.  

                  aka: Bible; Word of God; Sacred Writ; Sacred Writings or Text; Good Book; Etc.  
 

b. Living: In Greek, this is the primary verb ζάω (záō); to live, breath, enjoy real life. 
i. Explain contrast between ζάω (záō)  with  bios  &  psyche.  
ii. All life is growing, but ζάω (záō)  is eternal life, the source of life & all creation.  
iii. ζάω (záō)  is creative / reproductive.  (Romans 10:14-17) (Also, see examples to follow.)  

c. Active: In Greek the adjective ἐνεργής (energḗs); active, dynamic, operative, effectual, powerful.  
d. Piercing, Sharper, Able to Judge, Heart:  

i. NASB & NET  “able to judge” /  ESV “discerning” / NKJV  “is a discerner.” 
ii. “Able to Judge” in Greek is the adjective κριτικός (kritikós); relating to judging or skilled in 

judging; discriminating, discerning, analyzing &/or evaluating.  is the adjective 
κριτικός (kritikós); relating to judging or skilled in judging; discriminating, discerning, 
analyzing &/or evaluating.   (Same root as critique or criticize.)   

iii. Cf. Jeremiah 17:9 w/ Acts 2:37  & James 1:21-25  (Cf: blindness, self-deceived & dead) 
 

B.  Some Biblical Examples of The Word of God as Living and Active / i.e. Effectual.   (Too few???)  
 

(Jeremiah 23:29)  “Is not My word like fire?” declares the LORD, “and like a hammer which shatters a rock?   
 

(1 Thess. 2:13)  For this reason we also constantly thank God that when you received the word of God which you 
heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men, but for what it really is, the word of God, which also 
performs its work (“effectively works” NKJV) in you who believe.  (NASB)   (Cf.  ESV; RSV; Etc.  & Discuss if time.)  
 
 

(1 Peter 1:23)  23 for you have been born again not of seed which is perishable (corruptible) but imperishable 
(incorruptible), that is, through the living ζάω (záō)  and enduring (abiding) word of God.  
 

(Psalm 107:20)  He sent His word and healed them, And delivered them from their destructions. (NASB, NKJV) 
 

 

(Psalm 19:7-10)  The law of the LORD is perfect, restoring the soul; The testimony of the LORD is sure, making 
wise the simple. 8 The precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart; The commandment of the LORD is pure, 
enlightening the eyes. 9 The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring forever; The judgments of the LORD are true; they 
are righteous altogether. 10 They are more desirable than gold, yes, than much fine gold; Sweeter also than 
honey and the drippings of the honeycomb.11 Moreover, by them Your servant is warned; In keeping them there 
is great reward.   (Interpret ‘Egypt” correctly)    
 

 

(Psalm 29:3-9) The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; The God of glory thunders, The LORD is over many 
waters. 4 The voice of the LORD is powerful, The voice of the LORD is majestic. 5 The voice of the LORD breaks the 
cedars; Yes, the LORD breaks in pieces the cedars of Lebanon. 6 He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, And Sirion like 
a young wild ox.7 The voice of the LORD hews out flames of fire. 8 The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; 
The LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 9 The voice of the LORD makes the deer to calve And strips the forests 
bare; And in His temple everything says, “Glory!”   (Not just living, but producing life.  Life reproduces.)  

 

VII. Upcoming: (Positive) Pursuing the Restoration & Integration of Comprehensive Hermeneutical Approaches.  
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