
Wrestling With God 

Genesis 32:22-31 

• Christocentric/telic themes; Jesus the True Israel (Matt 2:15, Hos 11:1); The Church as 
Israel in Romans 9 

• Israel is known for who they are, those who wrestle with God.  

• Name of God up until this point in history. Elohiym.  

• We wrestle with God in the darkness of night. 

• Israel never ate that sinew again as a memorial, constant reminder. Blessing and 
pitfalls. Constant reminder to focus on the Lord, yet we make it trivial.  

 
Psalm 17:1-7, 15 

• Be satisfied with the Lord, in His presence 

• Contrast your prayer life with the attitudes and model in the Psalms 

  
Isaiah 55:1-5 

• Come and buy without money; how does one do that? 

• The Lord actually glorifies or lifts us His people 
 
Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21 

• Worship about the attributes of God. Again, contrast that with the depths of your 
prayers.  

 
Psalm 119:73-80 

•  “give me understanding” – Wisdom in understanding the (10) Commandments. Matt 
23:23 “the weightier things of the Law” 

• Our natural response vs the Law “justice, mercy, and faithfulness”. Look at Exodus 
23:3-5. 

• In days such as these, we have to be individuals, families, and a church body who 
knows the weightier things of the Law, who have a deep understanding of the 
Commandments and know how to apply them in our societies (family, church, city).  

 
Romans 9:1-5 

• Go back to Romans 3:1-18. The Jews are no better off *because we are all under Sin*. 
But they are better off because they were given circumcision and entrusted with the 
Word of the Lord, the covenants, temple service, promises, who have the Patriarchs, 
and from whom the Christ came in the flesh. Pre-evangelized vs pagan. Galatians 5:6 
“For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision counts for anything, but 
only faith working through love.” See Romans 4.  

• Romans 9:6-33 gives context and explanation to God’s plan of election through 
promise. 

• Don’t skip over Paul’s sentiment in verses 1-3.  

• “The Remnant Principle” in Scripture. See Romans 11:5, Genesis 45:7, Isaiah 10:20. 

  
 
 
 



Matthew 14:13-21 

• Jesus is the Manna (bread) and the quail (fish). They are in a desolate place, just like in 
Deuteronomy 8.  

• Jesus’ model of discipleship – you give them something to eat. Some things were noted 
in Scripture for a reason. Jesus told them to sit down so they could serve them, not 
“form a line and walk through” (look at Acts 6).  

• What happened to the fish after verse 19? 

• Psalm 24 – who are the gates and doors. Who lets in the Lord’s glory? 

• What happened to the 12 baskets left over? It was not a “real” meal in Jewish culture 
unless a person was satisfied and there was more left over. Often the left overs would 
be donated to the poor.  

 
 


